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Candidate 1 (27 marks)
Role play 12 (from the 2003 examination series)

The teacher conducts the role-play well for the most part. The only possible exception to this is
in the final utterance, where key vocabulary is provided. The following note at the top of the
Teacher's Role should be noted carefully: 'if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be
rewarded for it'. In the last task, the teacher provides puedes comprar, so that the Spanish
produced by the candidate (platanos) does not make sense on its own and no credit can be given
for it.

It may well be that this candidate was not going to say anything else anyway, and the teacher
may just have been seeking an end to the situation. In that case, she probably did the right thing.
Unfortunately this is not always so, and if teachers change the wording of the prompts, they must
paraphrase and not make the task easier for candidates.

Presentation/Discussion

The timings are excellent (approximately one and a half minutes per element), and this is what
teachers should strive to do with each candidate. For this to occur, it is advisable to hear every
candidate's Presentation when they know it well, in order to suggest that they may have to
shorten or lengthen it. If, during the test, a candidate is still in full flow after a minute and a half,
and looks like he/she is going to continue for a while, it is advisable to bring the Presentation to
an end at a suitable juncture and continue with the Discussion.

The questions in the Discussion are good because they are all open-ended enough to allow the
candidate to expand on her answers. Only five questions are asked, and this is probably the ideal
number for a good candidate who is willing to give more than the bare minimum in response.
Teachers are therefore advised to encourage their candidates to do this during the test.

Conversation
Set C (from the 2003 examination series)

The timing of the test is again good (between 6 and 8 minutes for a Higher Tier candidate). The
skill of the teacher during this part of the test is in asking questions which are open-ended and
which allow the candidate to use all three time frames, and also to decide the correct moment to
ask the next question. This test is an excellent example of these qualities for this calibre of
candidate, who is on the A/B borderline.

As far as time frames are concerned, the present tense is not usually a problem, but occasionally
teachers fail to give their students the opportunity to make past and/or future references. This
teacher persists with the preterite tense after the candidate is unsuccessful in her attempt to
answer the question ;Qué hiciste el fin de semana pasado? The follow-up question: ;Queé tiempo
hizo? elicits a response using the preterite, and only one example of a time frame is needed in
order to give candidates access to the higher marks for Range and Complexity. There are several
instances where the future is tested, ;Qué te gustaria hacer en el futuro? and ;Qué planes tienes
para el fin de semana que viene? being two examples.

There are some more difficult questions such as jHay problemas con el medio ambiente donde
vives?, which would stretch the most able candidates. It is also a question that allows the
candidate to develop her response if she is capable of so doing. There are many other questions
of that type, which are dealt with very well by the candidate because she has been well trained in



giving longer answers. The only criticism is that several questions begin ;Te gusta ...7 and a less
able candidate might be tempted simply to answer S7 or No. It would be better to ask ;Cudal es tu
opinion de ...? or ;Qué piensas/opinas de ...?.

The teacher does not correct any of the candidate's incorrect grammar and this, of course, is how
it should be. It is not in the candidates' best interests to correct their grammar because they tend
to lose confidence and fluency as a result.

It is important for teachers to have a list of possible questions for each topic in front of them
during the test, so that they do not dry up. There are times when this teacher is quite hesitant and,
again, this may disrupt the flow of the candidate.

Candidate 2 (20 marks)
Role play 11 (from the 2003 examination series)

The role-play is conducted well by the teacher. In utterance (b), however, she could have
interrupted the candidate when the task was completed (after uti/) because 4 marks would have
been awarded at that point. In practice, this can be difficult to do, and a better option is for
centres to make their candidates aware that only one reason is needed unless it is stated
otherwise.

Presentation/Discussion

The Presentation is perfect from the point of view of timing and the teacher has made sure that
the candidate has included all three time frames. It is a good idea to ensure that this is the case,
because they are then 'in the bank' before the Discussion, when one or more time frames may be
omitted for a variety of reasons.

The Discussion is too long and what comes after the three-minute point is not marked. The
questions that are asked receive answers which repeat information that has been given in the
Presentation. In order to avoid this, teachers should have questions prepared in advance so that
the problem of repetition can be averted. This can also prevent hesitation and searching for words
on the part of the teacher. The candidate should not know what these questions are, however.

Conversation

Set C (from the 2003 examination series)

The timing of the Conversation is very good. Unlike the previous candidate, this one is reluctant,
or unable, to develop his answers fully and so questions such as ;4donde fuiste de vacaciones el
ano pasado? and ;Con quién fuiste? tend to attract only fairly minimal responses. It is possible
that the candidate may have given more complex answers if he had been asked more questions

beginning with Hdblame un poco de ...or Dime algo sobre ..., when he would have had to
respond in a sentence.

Candidate 3 (16 marks)
Role play 11 (from the 2003 examination series)

The teacher conducts the role-play well. She repeats a question when the candidate gives no
reply and this is perfectly acceptable and does not incur a deduction of marks.



Presentation/Discussion

The candidate gives a short Presentation of a minute and conveys relatively little information in
that time. However, the candidate does attempt all three time frames, which opens up the
possibility of higher marks for Range and Complexity if the rest of the performance merits it. As
previously mentioned, teachers should encourage their students to do this in the Presentation.

A large part of the Discussion is concerned with a future holiday, which the candidate struggles
with at times. It may have been advisable to ask more questions that tackled other aspects of
holidays.

When the candidate answers a question without development (;Cudl es tu pais favorito en
Europa? -- Inglaterra), a follow-up question is asked (;Por qué?) and this is good practice.
Asking for reasons is (and should be) a favoured technique shown by teachers.

Conversation
Set E (from the 2003 examination series)

The main problem with the Conversation is that it is too short for Higher Tier (just over four
minutes long). The candidate gives the impression that she would have said considerably more
in an extra two minutes and could therefore have increased her Communication and other marks.
Unless a student dries up completely, teachers should always maintain a conversation for the
minimum time.

The questioning by the teacher is, however, good. The initial question (Describe tu rutina
diaria) gives ample scope for development, and the candidate talks at some length. This is far
preferable to asking a series of questions requiring only short answers, at least for a candidate of
this ability.

All time frames are tested by the use of questions using the verb Aacer in different tenses: ;Qué
haces?; ;Qué hiciste?; ;Qué vas a hacer? This gives the opportunity to expand on minimum
replies. The candidate does not understand the question ;Qué vas a hacer este fin de semana
para ayudar en casa? Rather than giving up on it altogether, the teacher prompts further by
saying ; Vas a arreglar tu dormitorio?, and this leads to a response. Again this should be seen as
good practice.

Candidate 4 (8 marks)

Role play 4 (from the 2004 examination series)

Task (a) Mi colegio a las nueve.

This is an ambiguous message, as we are unsure what happens in school at nine o’clock. Some

information is communicated, however, and the candidate gets 1 mark.

Task (b) Un colegio en autobus.
A verb is needed to score 2 marks, so 1 mark only is awarded.

Task (¢) Voy a ir con mis amigos.
There is no indication where the candidate goes with her friends and the tense is incorrect.

Overall, there is some ambiguity and 1 mark is given.

Task (d) Me gusta el dibujo, ;y tu?



The task is to ask the friend which subject he/she prefers. If the candidate had said: Prefiero el
dibujo. ;Y tu?, she would have got the full 2 marks. This is because the friend would be likely to
say what his/her favourite subject is. However, the candidate’s question here would only elicit
the friend’s opinion of art. The mark is 0.

Presentation/Discussion

The Presentation and Discussion are a little short, each lasting around a minute and fifteen
seconds, but a suitable length for a candidate of this ability.

Communication

The candidate talks about herself and her family for the Presentation. She gives some
information, even though the Spanish is simple. She says little in the Discussion and scores 1
mark.

Spontaneity and Fluency

This is very close to scoring no marks, but we do discover in the Discussion that the candidate’s
mother is a nurse and that her father likes his job. 1 mark is awarded.

Range and Complexity

For the most part, the candidate delivers the Presentation in complete sentences, although the
Discussion highlights the problems that she has in expressing herself. There is a lot of repetition,
but 2 marks are given.

Pronunciation and Accuracy

As the candidate received 1 mark for Communication, the maximum mark available for
Pronunciation and Accuracy is 2, and this is what she gets. We can usually understand what she
is saying and her pronunciation is generally sound.

There are some serious grammatical mistakes, such as Mi inglesa and Fui en el Turquia (in reply
to the question ;Qué planes tienes para julio y agosto?)

Conversation

Set C (from the 2004 examination series)

The Conversation is short, at around three and a half minutes. The teacher gives every assistance
to the candidate by rephrasing questions or by giving alternatives when she struggles to find an
answer. The questions which are asked to elicit a reply in the past are, however, too difficult for
the candidate.

Communication

Despite her limitations, the candidate manages to convey a little relevant information on over
half of the questions that she is asked. Her replies are very brief and she gets 1 mark.

Spontaneity and Fluency



There are some questions which the candidate is unable to answer at all and this leads to quite
long pauses at times. The whole conversation fits the criteria of the mark scheme, which for 0
marks says ‘Very hesitant and disjointed’. No marks are awarded.

Range and Complexity

The candidate often repeats language given to her in the teacher’s question or occasionally she
replies in very simple sentences (Me gusta Turquia, Me gusta el R y B). 1 mark is given.

Pronunciation and Accuracy

Pronunciation is generally intelligible, although we have little evidence on which to base our
judgement. Inaccuracies are such that it is difficult at times to understand what is being said (for
example when she repeats the second person verb from the question; or Vivo con mis amigos y el
cine). She gets 1 mark.



