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Summary  
Areas where students excelled.  
 

• Students knew some excellent geography from a range of places and environments. 
 

• Generally, students knew their case studies. In questions such as 01.11, 02.8 and 02.10 case 
study knowledge was shown in detail. 

 

• There was some very pleasing topicality, beyond the textbooks, in many answers such as in 

03.4 where students were clearly aware of issues in the UK water industry. 
 

• The highest performing students engaged well with the demands of application (AO3). In 
questions that required them to form an opinion and/or judgement, such as questions 02.10 

and 03.4, many students were able to express one confidently and clearly. 
 

• Figures, when used, were used well. For example, in questions 01.10 and 01.11, students who 
linked their comments directly to the figure tended to perform better. 

 

• Graphical skills were generally accurate. 

 

• Students were keen to make a good impression by answering as many questions as possible. 

Those who continued responding throughout the whole paper, even with sometimes short or 
uncertain answers, usually managed to earn greater marks. 

 

• On question 4 (food), question 5 (water) and question 6 (energy), students who were able to 
adapt their learned information to focus on the specific demands of each question were able 

to perform well. 

Areas where students struggled  

• Students struggled with geographical definitions. Question 01.1, the definition of 
urbanisation, was answered incorrectly in the vast majority of answers. 

 

• Between 25-30% of students, across the ability range, did not answer some or all the graph-
based questions.  

 

• The calculation of a percentage increase remains a challenge for many students. Question 01.3 

was frequently incorrectly answered, even though a calculation was not required. It is an 
Ofqual requirement that 10% of the marks need to come from mathematics. There are clearly 
opportunities for schools to strengthen students’ core mathematics in conjunction with their 
geography revision. 

 

• Map skills relating to scale and distance proved challenging for many students. On question 
01.8 many students did not understand how to calculate area on a map. On question 01.9 
some students were unable to convert the measurement from cm to km. Students would 
benefit from further practice of these skills as they make frequent appearances on all three 

papers. 
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• Students did not always read the question carefully enough and therefore lost marks, despite 

remembering their geography and knowing how to organise an answer. This was evident in 

responses to questions 01.7 and 03.1. 
 

• Many students still struggle to respond when answering questions with an application (AO3) 

element. In source-based extended-writing questions, students often merely 'lifted' text and 
repeated it verbatim, as seen in responses to question 03.4. In 01.11, some students ignored 
source material and instead wrote answers relying exclusively on their own knowledge. This 
style of question cannot be answered using pre-learned case study information. Likewise, 

repeated use of the words in the question or resource is not 'application'.  

 

• In question 01.10, many students did not understand the concept of the ‘rural-urban fringe.’ 
 

• For students who studied food in Section C: The Challenge of Resource Management, many 

struggled with question 04.5, particularly with understanding the concept of seasonal 

consumption.  

 

Point marked questions 
 

1-, 2- and 3-mark questions are point marked. A mark may be awarded where a student makes a 

single point and subsequent marks awarded (if applicable) where the student develops those 

points. 

Levels marked questions 
 

4-, 6- and 9-mark questions are levels marked. This means where the response is holistically 

marked against the relevant assessment objectives, given a level and mark awarded within that 

level. 

Assessment Objectives (AOs) 
 
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments, and different scales 

(15%). 

AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of concepts and how they are used in relation to 

places, environments and processes and interrelationships between places, environments and 

processes (25%). 

AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical 

information and issues to make judgements (35%, including 10% applied to fieldwork 

context(s)). 

AO4: Select, adapt, and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues 

and communicate findings (25%, including 5% used to respond to fieldwork data and 

context(s)). 
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Point marked questions 

Multiple choice questions – MCQs  

Multiple choice questions can assess a variety of the assessment objectives (AOs), but they most 

commonly target AO1 and AO4. 
 
This year, there were three multiple choice questions in this paper which all assessed AO4. 
 

Two of the questions assessed students’ ability to use a map.  

• Question 01.2 (AO4) (1 mark).  

• Question 04.3 (food) or 05.3 (water) or 06.3 (energy) – (A04) (1 mark).  

One of the questions, 01.3 (AO4) (1 mark), assessed students’ mathematical skills.  
 

Areas of success  
 
In question 01.2 (AO4) (1 mark), a great majority of students were able to correctly name the continent. 

 
In Section C, most students who answered question 04.3 (food), 05.3 (water) or 06.3 (energy), were able 

to use the key on the map and identify the number of relevant countries. 
 

Areas of challenge  
 
On question 01.3, less than half the students were able to correctly identify the percentage increase in 

Nairobi as 100% (option B). The most frequent errors were 200% (option D), followed by 50% (option A). 

 

Short answer questions – 1-, 2- and 3-mark questions 

 
Qualities seen in more successful responses   
 
The great majority of students answered the skills questions correctly, based on completion. This includes 

questions like 01.5, 02.1, 02.5 and the equivalent questions in Section C, 04.1, 05.1 or 06.1, depending 
on the topic chosen by the students.  
 
Similarly, questions which required an accurate reading of a graph or map (AO4), such as 02.2, 02.6, 02.7, 

04.2, 05.2, 06.2, were usually correct. 
 
On the 2- and 3-mark questions, many students were able to make a point and develop it for 2 or 3 marks 

as required.  
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The answer to question 01.7 (A01) (2 marks) shows how attention has been paid to the word ‘one’, so the 

first mark is gained by giving the details of the migration and the second mark is for linking this to the impact 
on the named city. 

2 marks  

 

 
 

This answer to question 01.6 (AO1) (2 marks) shows a similar approach, making two distinct points. In this 
instance the points did not have to be linked because the ‘describe’ command did not require it. 

2 marks  

 

 

 
 
The following answer to question 02.3 (AO1) (2 marks) shows nicely how only a small amount needs to be 
written if it is well directed at the question.  One limitation is mentioned for the first mark and then 

developed for the second.  

2 marks  
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This answer to question 03.3 (AO2) (2 marks) gives its points in reverse order. The effect on organic farming 

appears first, followed by the demand rationale. However, it can still be credited fully as a simple point (1) 
followed by expansion (1). 

2 marks  

 

 
 

The same approach works for 3-mark questions, such as question 04.4 (AO2) (3 marks). A simple point is 

made (1), then expanded (1) and linked to the question by stating that food supply increases (1), all in the 
space of 4 lines. 

3 marks  

 

 
This answer to question 05.4 (Section C: Water) (AO2) (3 marks).  The student starts by giving clear details of 

the physical factor (1) then expands upon this, making good use of correct terminology in the process (1) and 
then linking back to the question by stating that water availability increases (1).  It’s important to recognise 
that the second part of the answer adds nothing as it states the opposite to the first.  

3 marks  
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Limitations of less successful responses   
 
There were some common characteristics to less successful responses as follows: 
 

• Answers were not developed and just contained a statement when there was more than one 

mark available. For example, in questions 01.6, 01.7, 03.3, 04.4, 05.5, 06.4. 

 

• Questions were misread so reasonable geography could not be credited, as the answer lacked 

clear relevance to the question as set. 

 
These points are best seen as illustrated below.   

 

 

 
  

This answer to 01.6 (AO1) (2 marks) simply states one important aspect of Sheffield, but does not expand 
the description, only gaining 1 mark.  

1 mark 

  

 
 

 

 
 
For this answer to 01.7 (AO1) (2 marks), whilst generically correct, it gives no clarification about the nature 

of the migration or anything more specific about the impact, again gaining 1 mark only. 
1 mark 
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Misreading the question led to many errors such as the following answer to question 02.3 (AO1) (2 marks).  

This was a typical answer, gaining 0 marks, where the student has given information about the impact of 
lack of clean water on development, not the limitations of it or another measure of development. 

0 marks 

 

 

 
 

Similarly for question 01.7 (AO1) (2 marks), a correct geographical answer gained no credit because it was 

considering the impact of international migration, not national. 
0 marks 

 

 

 
On question 03.1 (AO4) (2 marks) many students answered incorrectly due to flawed understanding of how 
to find the median value when an uneven number of scores or frequencies have been collected.       

 
0 marks  
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Levels marked questions 
 

4-mark questions 
 

These questions have two levels of response and can assess a variety of combinations of 
assessment objectives. 

 
Qualities seen in more successful responses   

 
Strong answers used the source material in question 01.4 well to stimulate their answer. Students clearly 
thought about the wording of the question too. Some focused on growth in terms of the population size, 

while others interpreted growth in more economic terms. Both approaches were equally valid. Higher-

scoring students clearly knew the equal importance of using the resource (to gain AO3 marks) and 
explaining process using their own understanding (to gain AO2 marks). 
 
In question 02.4 there was some very good understanding of the development process both in terms of 

the more obvious LIC/HIC development gap (i.e. variations between countries) and with respect to intra-

national differences such as a north/south divide in Nigeria (i.e. variations within a country). Here the 
successful answers showed knowledge of the factors for AO1 marks and understanding of the link to 

development for AO2 marks. 
 

 

 
 

This answer to question, 01.4 (AO2 & AO3) (4 marks), used the data given in the form of the median age and 

linked this to both a rationale for migration and then the subsequent impact on population growth through 
national increase.  

Level 2 (4 marks) 
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This answer to 01.4 (AO2 & AO3) (4 marks) also makes use of the resource but is less successful in linking it 
to the growth of cities.   

Level 2 (3 marks) 

 

 

 
This answer to question 02.4 (AO1 & AO2) (4 marks) shows knowledge of two relevant factors and then 
understanding of their consequences for the development process.   

Level 2 (4 marks) 

 



© 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 12 of 29  

 

Limitations of less successful responses   
 
Less successful answers tended to not make use of the figure in question 01.4. Students should be 

reminded that when a figure is included, it typically carries marks for interpretation or reference, and 
making use of it can significantly strengthen their answer.  

 
Another common error in both 01.4 and 02.4 was the lack of clear explanation. Instead, students simply 
asserted a connection, leaving the examiner to work out what the link to urban growth or development 

was in each case. 

 

 
 
This answer to question 01.4 (AO2 & AO3) (4 marks) makes a brief link to the resource and the idea of growth 

but shows no understanding of natural increase or migration.   

Level 1 (1 mark) 
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This answer to question 02.4 (AO1 & AO2) (4 marks) shows some knowledge of a contributory factor (AO1) 

and then makes a simplistic and rather sweeping link to development (AO2) with another simple link to 
development towards the end.  This latter point illustrates how a holistic judgement is used to award marks 

as all the work remains at a basic level.   
Level 1 (2 marks) 

 

 

 
 

This answer to question 02.4 (AO1 & AO2) (4 marks) just gains some very basic credit for AO1 knowledge of 
a contributory factor to development.  

Level 1 (1 mark)  
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6-mark questions  

These questions have three levels of response and can assess a variety of combinations of 

assessment objectives. 

Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
 

The best answers to question 01.10 made use of the resource with the map and/or photos (use of the map 
was less common). They also wrote about the nature of the impacts, sometimes classifying them, for 

example as environmental through reference to increased air pollution with much greater traffic. 

 
Many were hindered by not understanding what the rural-urban fringe is. Some wrote about it as an 
"expanding" or "decreasing" phenomenon, rather than correctly viewing the rural-urban fringe as a 

transitional and changing area between the city and the countryside. Some students commented on the 

impacts of the settlement on the new residents' lives, rather than focusing on the geographic impacts on 
the area, which was the question's focus. 
 

 
 
This answer to 01.10 (AO2/A03) (6 marks) showed good use of the resource by making explicit reference to 
the photos and implicit reference to the map. The student gains AO2 credit for understanding there is a 

parallel between an example they studied in class and the information shown in the figures. They apply this 
understanding in a way that enhances their suggestions about figures 4 and 5.   

 Level 3 (5 marks) 
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This answer to 01.10 (AO2/A03) (6 marks) was more superficial in its use of the resource, but did show some 

clarity of understanding of the impacts.   

Level 2 (3 marks) 
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Section B: The changing economic world  
 

Stronger answers to question 02.8 used strong place examples to help explain their suggested changes, 

for example the Outer Hebrides. They also made good use of the resource, most frequently the reference 

to the school closing, perhaps because it resonated with the students own life experience. Some of the 
very best answers drew possible links and connections between the three newspaper headlines and 
outlined the positive feedback loop which leads to rural decline. 

 
Many students leant heavily on the figure and were unable to go beyond this to demonstrate detailed 

understanding of the issues of population decline.  Less successful answers were often overly dramatic or 
answered in terms better suited to analysis of LIC rural challenges. Some suggested that all businesses 
would fail, the population would age to the point of societal collapse and that famine would result from 

the lack of food grown. Less accessible rural areas of the UK are often not part of the lived experience of 

many urban-based students. It could be beneficial to enhance future students’ understanding of these 

places. 
 

 

 
Whilst not ‘perfect’, the answer to 02.8 (AO2 & AO3) (6 marks) makes clear that there are links between rural 
depopulation and the impact on the economy and service. It also uses the resource both implicitly and 
explicitly to frame the answer. The case study is used to support comments made through reference to figure 

9. It therefore does enough to gain full marks.  
Level 3 (6 marks) 
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This answer to 02.8 (AO2 & AO3) (6 marks) is much more simplistic and direct in its response to figure 9, 
making connections with some clarity only.   

 
Level 2 (3 marks) 
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Section C: The challenge of resource management 
 
Stronger answers to question 03.4 (AO2 & AO3) made good use of the figure to access level 2 and 
expressed a clear opinion as to the extent of the challenge faced.  
 

The less successful answers were simplistic and direct in their response to the figure with much less focus 

on the question wording and the need to consider challenge. Some didn’t read the question carefully 
enough and so wrote about water supply (quantity) rather than water quality, which was the intended 
focus. 
 

Whether students chose to answer either Question 4 (food), Question 5 (water), or Question 6 (energy), the 

most successful responses to questions 04.5, 05.5, and 06.5 (AO1 & AO2) demonstrated a strong 
understanding of key concepts: 

 
• Question 04.5 (food): recognised the principle of seasonality in food production. 

• Question 05.5 (water): understood the rationale and value of energy conservation. 
• Question 06.5 (energy): explained the functioning and benefits of grey water. 

 
Many used their learned material well and made good use of case study detail. Some students wrote 
impressively by adapting learned material such as LIC water storage schemes to focus on the conservation 

of water (rather than just increasing supply).  
 

Less successful answers outlined sustainability as a general concept and/or stated that it would be the 
outcome of what they were describing. They were unable to explain it in a more developed way, or to 

connect the idea with their case studies in any real depth. Specific areas of difficulty included:   

• Question 04.5 (food): students struggled to clearly articulate the benefits of reducing food waste. 

• Question 05.5 (water): many found it challenging to explain how water conservation contributed 

to sustainability.   

• Question 06.5 (energy): transport was frequently mentioned as an afterthought, rather than being 

integrated meaningfully in the discussion.  
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The answer to 03.4 (AO2 & AO3) (6 marks) makes repeated reference to the figure (AO3) and links these 
comments to show understanding of the issue (AO2). It also expresses reasoned opinions on the nature and 
extent of the challenge (AO3). It is detailed and focussed throughout.   

Level 3 (6 marks) 
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The answer to 03.4 (AO2 & AO3) (6 marks) also shows the use of a holistic judgement to arrive at a mark.  

There is clarity of process (AO2) with some interesting topical references as mentioned earlier in the report. 
However, the focus on challenge is only in passing and unsubstantiated with no apparent reference to the 
figure (AO3). Therefore, it is awarded level 2, 3 marks. 

Level 2 (3 marks) 
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The answer to 04.5 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks) shows detailed knowledge of both seasonal consumption and 
reducing waste (AO1) and then links this thoroughly and fully to sustainability (AO2) with good use of 

terminology and grasp of concepts into the bargain. It is also worth noting that the student doesn’t need to 

use the extra space as they answer with such focus.  
Level 3 (6 marks) 
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In this answer to 05.5 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks) the student makes good use of a case study on the Wakel basin 
(AO1) - which at first glance, might not be deemed a suitable choice - by emphasising the conservation aspect 

of it (AO2). The answer also addresses both parts of the question through a case study on grey water in Jordan 
(AO1) and how it is sustainable (AO2). This is a detailed and well-focussed answer, but the information on 

Jordan isn’t quite correct in so far that that grey water isn’t used for potable purposes. This is why the answer 
was kept at low level 3, 5 marks. 

Level 3 (5 marks) 
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The answer to 06.5 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks) has some clear knowledge of actions that can be taken to 

conserve energy, using a case study to support this (AO1). It then makes some basic attempt to link this to 
sustainability (AO3), though the connection is not very secure. 
 

Level 2 (3 marks) 
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9-mark questions 

These questions are found in Section A and Section B. They have three levels of response and 
always assess AO1, AO2 & AO3. Additionally, the 9-mark question in Section A includes an extra 3 

marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG). 

 

Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
 

Student answers to question 01.11 often included very secure case study and urban process knowledge 

(AO1). This was often accompanied by a good understanding of how urban growth creates different kinds 

of opportunities for people and places (AO2). 
 

However, many students struggled to interpret the photograph or provide a more critical discussion (as 

opposed to description) of the opportunities (AO3). The photo was carefully chosen to illustrate many 

positive features of LIC / NEE cities. The resources are meant to help provide a steer for students when 
answering. Yet too many students described a pre-learned case study without either noting the important 
command word ‘discuss’ or engaging with the resource provided. 
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This answer to 01.11 (AO1, AO2 & AO3) (9 marks) responds with real detail and thoroughness in engaging 

with the photograph (AO3), using this information to show excellent understanding of urban opportunities 
(AO2). It shows real grasp of urban processes through a well-used case study (AO1) which is discussed 
critically (e.g. there are comments about how significant the opportunities are). While more real facts about 

Mumbai would have been welcome, this answer is still a very thorough GCSE-level response whose overall 

level of understanding warranted full marks. 
Level 3 (9 marks) 

SPaG (3 marks) 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



© 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 26 of 29  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The answer to 01.11 (AO1, AO2 & AO3) (9 marks) is quite generic but does include a basic case study and 
clear knowledge of urban process (AO1) which is linked to opportunities (AO2) and makes some reference to 

the photograph (AO3). Overall, it was awarded level 2, 4 marks. 

Level 2 (4 marks) 
SPaG (2 marks) 
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Section B: The changing economic world  
 

For question 02.10, students knew their case studies well (AO1), most often Shell in Nigeria or Unilever in 

India or Nigeria, though it was pleasing to see some more unusual case studies such as Tata Steel. Students 

were also frequently prepared to offer evaluative comment on the impacts of these companies (AO3). 
 
However, many answers were very generic and might be described as the ‘geography of anywhere’. The 

most significant weakness was the inability to explain how the Transnational Companies (TNCs) affected 
the overall economy (AO2); students often simply asserted that they did.  

 

 

 

 
This answer to 02.10 (AO1, AO2 & AO3) (9 marks) shows how case study information has been carefully 
learnt and can be marshalled very successfully to respond to a question. The student uses their own 

knowledge (AO1), then shows an understanding of impacts and processes (AO2). They link this to the question 
with evaluation (AO3), finishing with a short, focussed conclusion, in a simple but effective format. They do 
this thoroughly and in detail throughout and were awarded level 3, 9 marks. 

Level 3 (9 marks) 
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This answer to 02.10 (AO1, AO2 & AO3) (9 marks) addresses all three of the assessment objectives (AOs). 

While the coverage is basic, the case study knowledge shows some clarity. The overall award for this answer 
is level 2, 4 marks. 
 

Level 2 (4 marks) 
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Support and guidance  
 
Our reports on the exams are part of a suite of support we offer to enhance your understanding of our 

assessments and your students’ performance.  

Mark ranges and award of grades 
Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the results statistics page of 

our website. 

Data Insights 
Use our exam results analysis tool to create and customise different reports to help understand your 

students’ performance. 

 
Data insights is our free online service for you to gain a detailed insight into your students’ results. You 

can: 

• analyse your students’ scores for each exam question 

• identify topics, skills, and types of question where students may need further support 

• compare your students’ performance with those of other classes and with students in other AQA 
schools nationally. 

For more information on Data Insights, log in through Centre Services. 

 

Professional development 
Attend one of our feedback courses where you can review example responses from students and 

commentaries from our examiners.  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
 

Tel: 0800 197 7162 

Email: geography@aqa.org.uk 
Website:www.aqa.org.uk 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days/results-statistics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/contact-us/secure-services/data-insights
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development
mailto:geography@aqa.org.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/

