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Summary 
 
7037/1 followed an identical structure to previous papers. Students are well used to this approach, given 

the age of the specification. Whilst it remains a challenging paper, it differentiated well and those who 
prepared thoroughly had every chance to access the full range of marks. It was really pleasing to see a very 

equitable performance across the optional units of Section B and Section C. This meant that whatever the 
route through the paper, students had an equal chance of success.  

 

Areas where students excelled  

• Four-mark questions performed well, provided the students had the appropriate level of 

understanding of the specification content.  

 

• Question 01.1 was well answered, with students generally having a really secure understanding 
the characteristics of the drainage basin.  
 

• Question 01.2, 04.2 and 06.2 were very accessible. Students coped with these graphically based 

questions, identifying patterns, manipulating data and picking out anomalies in support.  

 

• Question 02.3 and 05.3 produced very strong responses, though novel situation questions are 
generally an area for improvement as they require students to think on their feet under the 
pressure of the exam, clearly quite a challenging task given the time available.  

 

• The 9-mark AO1/AO2 questions in Section C produced similar outcomes, though question 06.4 
was a little stronger more generally. 

 

• Question 01.4 performed better than expected this year. The vast majority of students 
understood that deforestation was a major factor driving change in the magnitude of carbon 

stores. With some development, this factor alone produced generally clear answers.  

 

• Question 04.4 produced a strong set of responses, once students were able to consider the 
impact of erosion on their chosen glaciated landscape 

 

• Question 05.5 generally performed well once students understood the concept of human 
occupation and provided this was backed up with an appropriate case study of a multi hazardous 
environment. 

 

Areas where students struggled 

• Question 05.1 about island arc formation produced a very polarised set of responses. Too many 
confused arcs with chains which have very different theories around their formation. 
 

• In general, analysis and interpretation of map evidence requires further development.  
 
• Question 02.2 required students to analyse map data. Students needed to look at patterns, use 

supporting data, and identify anomalies. There were also opportunities to cross reference 
between the two maps, particularly in ascertaining the extent of correlation between rainfall and 
temperature. 
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• Some students found Question 03.2 on the coastal unit quite challenging. However, it was 
perhaps a little more simplistic than many realised. It showed three variables: different sea level 
change scenarios; no and maximum human response in the management of sea level changes 
and how these two variables affect potential impacts of sea level rise.  Those that understood this 
information readily achieved the highest marks once they picked out patterns, anomalies and 
used some data in support. 

 
• Question 03.3 did not really perform too well in novel situations. Students needed to assess the 

sustainability of different approaches to coastal management. It was much more simplistic than 
many realised. It did not require any detailed knowledge of the named approaches or case study 
recital. It was simply about showing understanding that some approaches (e.g. working with 
nature through soft engineering) are generally considered more sustainable than others (e.g. 
hard engineering). There was also some debate to be had around ideas of managed retreat in 
terms of its sustainability. 

 
• Question 05.4 did not perform quite as well as 06.4 on the 9-mark Section C options. Students 

need to show understanding that whilst economic development can certainly help and provide 
advantages in tackling wildfire, there are many other natural and human factors which can affect 
outcomes from wildfire events. Case study support clearly helped but was not essential. 

 
• Question 03.4 was very much a physical essay question. Too many brought in material which 

simply was not relevant to this question. The only real route to bringing in coastal management 
was through developing ideas of unintended consequences of management further down the 
coast e.g. by starving beaches of sediment and accelerating erosion elsewhere.  

 

Point marked questions 
 

4-mark questions are point marked. A mark may be awarded where a student makes a single relevant 

point and subsequent marks awarded (if applicable) where the student develops those points with 

additional knowledge. 

Levels marked questions 

6-mark, 9-mark and 20-mark questions are levels marked where the response is holistically marked 

against the assessment objectives, given a mid-level mark initially and then a fine tune mark awarded 

within that level.  

 

Assessment Objectives (AOs) 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, processes, 

interactions and change, at a variety of scales (30-40%). 

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate 

geographical information and issues (30-40%). 

AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills to: 

- investigate geographical questions and issues 
- interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence  

- construct arguments and draw conclusions (20-30%) 
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4-mark AO1 questions 
These questions assess knowledge and understanding and require students to outline key  
processes, concepts, interaction and change.  
 

Qualities seen in more successful responses  

Question 01.1 (AO1) (4 marks) was generally well done by students. Examiners allowed a multitude of 
approaches including a more systems-based approach as well as outlining features and characteristics. It 
was pleasing to note just how many students made relevant points about these features. ‘Max’ is used 

when the student could score more marks but has reached the maximum available. 

 

 
 

  
 

 

This response took a systems approach and scored rapidly.  
4 marks 
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On question 05.1 (AO1) (4 marks), this response demonstrates a sound understanding of the processes 

in the formation of island arcs. Examples were often creditworthy on these question types, though in this 

case, the student had already achieved maximum marks.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 This answer demonstrates a clear understanding of processes in the formation of island arcs. 

4 marks 
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Limitations of less successful responses 

On question 05.1 (AO1) (4 marks), too many confused arcs with chains. Even very strong geographers, 
such as this one, made this fundamental error and lost relatively easy marks. Responses needed to start 

with ideas around destructive plate margins colliding, followed by subduction. 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 
This answer confused arcs with chains. 

0 marks  
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On Question 03.1 (AO1) (4 marks) understanding the sequence in the formation of such landforms is 

very important on these four-mark questions. The student should have started with a beach, the tidal 

range and an onshore wind, before moving on to dune stabilisation by vegetation. 
 

 

  
 
This student had only a vague understanding about the processes of sand dune formation.  

2 marks 

 
 

6-mark AO3 questions 
These questions assess how students interpret, analyse and evaluate data, evidence and 

resources.  
 

Qualities seen in more successful responses  

In Question 01.2 (AO3) (6 marks) it’s evident that students are now well used to working with data, 
interpreting map information and analysis using data to support. The key to success was in understanding 

that this was a compound, cumulative bar graph showing how global emissions are predicted to fall by 

2030. There was plenty to analyse here including the identification of Turkey and Mexico as obvious 

anomalies. Whilst there is never any credit for applying knowledge, this question did allow students to 
note that generally richer more developing counties were forecast to make bigger contributions to the 
reduction in greenhouse gases. This was because such information was hinted at in the resources through 
reference to G20 and non-G20 countries.  
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This response is brief, but purposeful, picking out lots of key information showing a solid understanding of 
what the resource showed.  

Level 2 (6 marks) 
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On question 03.2 (AO3) (6 marks), once students understood the three variables in the response it 

became relatively straightforward to access Level 2 and full marks. Even where there was minor 

misunderstanding, access to Level 2 was still possible.  
 

 
 

The response slightly misunderstood the y axis so full credit was not accessible. However, there was enough 
evidence to access the middle Level 2.  

Level 2 (5 marks) 
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Limitations of less successful responses 

Question 04.2 (AO3) (6 marks) there were many ways to access credit by spotting the differences between 
and within north and interior Alaska. Students who drifted into applying knowledge and understanding 

failed to score credit for such an approach.  
 

 
 

 
This response needed to focus upon analysis, trend, manipulation of data in support, connection or 
differences within the data set and identification of anything bucking the trend. Instead, the response tried 

to account for variations.  

Level 1 (2 marks) 
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In question 05.2 (AO3) (6 marks) students needed to compare patterns on the map with information 

evidence in the resource. There was plenty to write in terms of the quite varied patterns on the map and 
how this correlated or arguably contradicted that which was evident in the resource. There was ample 
opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of the resource. This is always creditable on the skills questions. 

In this case, the logarithmic scale was really of quite limited use in displaying what is clearly a very large 
variation in risk of seismic event in this part of the USA.  
 

 

 
 

 
This response really needed to compare pattens on the map with information evident in the resource. This 
response drifted away from the theme of the question quite considerably. 

Level 1 (1 mark) 
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6- & 9-mark AO1/AO2 questions with stimulus  
These questions assess knowledge and understanding when applied to novel situations  

 (resource prompts).  

Qualities seen in more successful responses  

These are quite challenging questions, which students do often find to be quite difficult in general. The key 

to success is to quickly ascertain what the resource shows and which part of the specification is being 
targeted. Once this is established, students simply need to answer the question being posed, drawing upon 
relevant learned material as part of that unit. 
 

In question 06.3 (AO1 & AO2) (9 marks) a simplified nutrient cycle was displayed. Students needed to 

consider how human activity might affect different aspects of both the stores and transfers. The best 
responses showed how knock-on effects could occur within the cycle once one part is disrupted. 

  
 

 

 
 

This was a strong level 3 response. This response did rather well on detailing the impact of human activity 
on some aspects of the nutrient cycle but could have been a little broader. For example, when considering 

deforestation, a little more detail was needed on how this disrupts the cycle. Cutting down trees exposes 
soil to potentially increased leaching whilst also reducing the litter, which provides the soil with one 

important source of nutrients.  Nevertheless, this was a strong level 3 response.  
 

Level 3 (8 marks)  
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In question 01.3 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks) there was no real credit for long narrative on either sustainable 

water supply case study material or on a flooding case study. This was not the focus of the question. 

Students had to pick out physical and human factors affecting the water cycle, many of which were hinted 
at in the resource. Once they did this, the question then needed some consideration of the relative 
importance i.e. which group of factors was more important in meeting the definition provided in the 

resource. Students were free to argue either way. Some suggested that without a supply of water in the 
first place, sustainability would be impossible to achieve. Others argued that it does not matter how much 
water is available, if it is not potable water, it can never be sustainable.  
 

 

 
 
This response produced a well-focused answer on the physical and human factors affecting the water cycle. 
It argued in favour that it does not matter how much water is available, if it is not potable water, it can 
never be sustainable and scored full marks. 

Level 2 (6 marks) 
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Limitations of less successful responses 

Question 03.3 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks), the coasts question, focused on different groups and types of 
coastal management strategies, many of which would be familiar to students. The resource was set out as 

a series of steps in an integrated approach. Students needed to consider each step and judge or assess the 
likely sustainability of the approach. For example, hard engineering schemes certainly perform a function 

in protecting a coastline. However, many argue that these are not in keeping the local environment and 
may disruption natural processes, causing issues elsewhere. Conversely many would argue that restoring 
wetlands is inherently sustainable as coastal impacts can be absorbed by the wetlands, whilst also 

creating natural habitats supporting a rejuvenated ecosystem.  

 

 

 
 

This response relied too heavily on case study support. It would benefit from more direct engagement with 

the resource and a clearer focus on addressing the specific demands of the question. 
Level 1 (2 marks) 

 

  



 
 

© 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.   16 

 

On question 04.3 (AO1 & AO2) (6 marks) an infographic was presented which displayed a variety of 

changes to alpine tundra in the coming decades in different climate change scenarios. Students had to 

translate those changes into potential impacts. The focus was then on picking out the potential negative 
impacts or challenges. Opportunities were missed to consider impacts on farming, tourism, water supply 
and invasive species into the natural habitats. 

 

 

 
 
This response was limited. It only really hinted at one challenge in a superficial fashion.  

Level 1  (1 mark) 
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9-mark AO1/AO2 questions (no stimulus) 
These questions assess knowledge and understanding of links made within or across 
specification units. 

 

Qualities seen in more successful responses  

Question 06.4 (AO1 & AO2) (9 marks) required consideration of the likely impacts of climate change on 

savanna grasslands, with a particularly focus upon people. So, whilst climate change initially affects the 

natural environment, it was the knock-on effects to people which really triggered the credit.  

  
This response offered strong knowledge and understanding but also applied this well to show 

understanding of how people may face negative impacts arising out of the changes. 
Level 3 (9 marks) 

 

Limitations of less successful responses 

Question 05.4 (AO1 & AO2) (9 mark) should have been more straightforward than many found this to be. 
A typical answer acknowledged that economic development will usually mean that a higher income 

country will usually have more tools at its disposal to tackle wildfire both in planning for and responding 
to it. A combination of education, land use mapping, satellite imagery including weather forecasting can 

also help to plan for a wildfire. Wide ranging responses are also more readily available in richer parts of the 
world through deployment of firefighters, using aerial techniques and controlled burning. The nuance of 
the question really invited students to draw on their own case study support to show how other factors 

may contribute more substantially. This included consideration of drought, availability of fuel and 
proximity to built-up areas. Indeed, some of the worst wildfires (in terms of impact on people) have been 
in some of the richest parts of the world.  
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This response failed to get to the required depth and instead relied on only the most basic ideas. 
Level 1 (2 marks) 

 
 

20-mark questions 
These questions assess knowledge, understanding and application: constructing 

arguments and drawing conclusions.  
 

Qualities seen in more successful responses  

These questions are designed to allow students to demonstrate links within different areas of the 

specification unit. Examiners expect to see secure underpinning knowledge and understanding as well as 
depth of support including case study material as appropriate. This should then be used to craft a balanced 

argument with a sustained line of reasoning. Students often look at more than one side of an argument. 
This is to be encouraged, but examiners would really hope to see a sustained argument which considered 

these different viewpoints, i.e. that they hold their own, well supported position throughout.  
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On question 01.4, students did analyse a number of factors driving change in the magnitude of carbon 
stores. 
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In question 01.4, this response, though a little narrow, did analyse a number of factors driving change in the 
magnitude of carbon stores. The case study was good and offered some useful contextual information from 

the outset. The response then considered cattle farming and mining as key factors driving change in the 

magnitude of the carbon stores. It also considered afforestation as a factor increasing the carbon store. 
However, there was limited consideration of natural factors, such as wildfire, drought or floods and the 
associated impacts on soil and biomass stores driving change. There was enough focus and detail for mid-
Level 4. It would have also been improved with a little more detail on process. For example, how deforestation 
might have knock-on effects beyond the biomass and into the soil store of carbon. 

Level 4 (18 marks) 
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For Question 05.5 (AO1 & AO2) (20 marks) provided students had a suitable case study and understood 

the meaning of the term human occupation, many went on to produce clear, strong responses.  
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This student chose  the Philippines and remained focused on ideas around how it might secure sustainable 
human occupation into the future with the main focus being on challenges in achieving such ambitions. 

 Level 4 (16 marks) 
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Limitations of less successful responses 

Weaker answers on question 03.4 (AO1 & AO2) (20 marks) really failed to understand the context of the 

question i.e. that the focus was on high energy, erosional coastlines. They were then expected to consider 
factors creating such environments i.e. marine factors (fetch, tides, currents, destructive waves, deep 
water coastlines) alongside sub aerial factors (weather, low pressure and associated impacts), as well as 
rock type and geology.  
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This response did improve but initially offered the wrong focus. 

Level 2 (7 marks) 
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Question 04.4 (AO1 & AO2) (20 marks) the focus was often in the right area, but the answers lacked depth. 
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On question 04.4 (AO1 & AO2) (20 marks), whilst the focus was in the correct area i.e. the Lake District, 
the argument was limited, and it never really got the required depth to produce a clear answer. The relative 
brevity also contributed to that lack of depth.  

Level 2 (7 marks)  

  



 
 

© 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.   29 

 

Support and guidance  
 
Our reports on the exams are part of a suite of support we offer to enhance your understanding of our 

assessments and your students’ performance.  
 

Mark ranges and award of grades 

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on our website.  

 

Data Insights  

Use our Data Insights analysis tool to create and customise different reports to help understand your 

students’ performance. 

  

Data Insights is our free online service for you to gain a detailed insight into your students’ results. You can: 

• analyse your students’ scores for each exam question 
• identify topics, skills and types of question where students may need further support 

• compare your students’ performance with those of other classes and with students in other AQA 

schools nationally. 
  

For more information on Data Insights, log into Centre Services via your ‘My AQA’ account. 

 

Professional development 

Attend one of our courses where you can review example responses from students and commentaries from 

our examiners.  

 

Contact us 
 

Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
 

Tel: 0800 197 7162 

Email: geography@aqa.org.uk 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days/grade-boundaries
https://www.aqa.org.uk/myaqa
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?subject=Geography
about:blank

