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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 1 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Part 1 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about you and your life. 

• Describe one of your friends (one detail).

• !

• Say if you like pets and why/why not (one opinion).

• Say where you live (one detail).

• ? Ask your friend if he/ she has any sisters.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 2 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese classmate and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese classmate about free time. 

• Say what type of music you like (one detail).

• Say if you like going to the cinema and why/why not.

• !

• Say what you do with your friends (one detail).

• ? Ask your friend if he/she likes shopping.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



ROLE-PLAY 3 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about where you live. 

• Describe where you live (two details).

• !

• Give your opinion about your house (one opinion) .

• Say what is near your house (one detail).

• ?  Ask your friend where he/ she lives.

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 4 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about travel and tourism.  

• Say where you go on holiday (one detail).

• !

• Say how you like to travel and why.

• Give your opinion of staying in a hotel (one detail).

• ? Ask your friend if he/she likes China.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



12 

ROLE-PLAY 5 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese tutor and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese tutor about life at school.  

• Describe your school day (one detail).

• !

• Say what sport you play at school (one detail).

• Say who your favourite teacher is and why.

• ? Ask your friend how many students there are in his/her school.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 6 (FOUNDATION TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese classmate and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese classmate about school and your studies.  

• Describe your school (two details).

• Say why you like/do not like maths (one opinion).

• !

• Say what you like to do after school (one detail).

• ? Ask your friend what his/her favourite subject
is.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 7 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese classmate and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese classmate about your interests.  

• Say what you did yesterday (one detail).

• Say what you like to do in the evening (two activities).

• !

• Say what pop star you like and why.

• ? Ask your friend what type of music he/she likes.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 8 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your friend about culture and customs.  

• Say what you do at New Year (one detail).

• !

• Say how you celebrate your birthday (two activities).

• Say what your favourite present was last year and why.

• ? Ask your friend what he/she likes to eat on his/her birthday.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



ROLE-PLAY 9 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about where you live. 

• Say what what young people like to do in the area where you live (one 
detail).

• Describe your house (two details)

• !

• Say where you would like to live in the future and why.

• ?  Ask your friend how many bedrooms there are in his/her house. 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 10 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese tutor and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese tutor about global and social issues.  

• Say what environmental problem there is in your area (one detail).

• !

• Say what you think about recycling (one opinion).

• Say what you do to save energy at home (one detail).

• ? Ask your tutor what he/she would do to improve the environment. 
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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ROLE-PLAY 11 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about career choices and ambitions.  

• Say what job you would like to do in the future.

• !

• Say what job your friend does and if he/she likes his/her job.

• Say if you like learning a foreign language and why/why not.

• ? Ask your friend about his/her job.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Role-play 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



ROLE-PLAY 12 (HIGHER TIER) 

CANDIDATE’S ROLE 

Instructions to candidates 

Your teacher will play the part of your Chinese friend and will speak first. 

When you see this – ! – you will have to respond to something you have not prepared.

When you see this – ? – you will have to ask a question.

You are talking to your Chinese friend about education and your career.  

• Say what job you will do after leaving school.

• !

• Say what subject is most useful at school and why

• Say which teacher you like best and why.

• ?  Ask your friend what they disliked about their school life.

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



FOUNDATION TIER 

Part 2 

Card A Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to
me, my family and friends.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which 
you have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What hobbies do you have?

• What did you do last weekend with your friends? Did you enjoy it and why/ why not?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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FOUNDATION TIER 

Card B Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to free
time activities.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Do you like to play football? Why/ why not?

• Have you ever seen a sports match? Did you enjoy it and why/why not?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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FOUNDATION TIER 

Card C Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to home,
town, neighbourhood and region.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Talk about your bedroom. Do you like it?

• Would you like to live in the city or the countryside and why/why not?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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FOUNDATION TIER 

Card D Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to travel
and tourism.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Do you like going on holiday? Why/why not?

• Where did you go on holiday last year?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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FOUNDATION TIER 

Card E  Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to life at
school/college.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What subject do you most like at school and why?

• What lessons did you have yesterday?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Foundation Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 7-9 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 9 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 2 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 3 and 5 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

F

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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FOUNDATION TIER 

Card F  Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to career
choices and ambition.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Would you like to work as a shop assistant and why/ why not?

• What job would your best friend like to do in the future?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.



HIGHER TIER 

Card G Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to
me, my family and friends.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which 
you have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Describe which friend you get on best with.

• What do you like to do at weekends with your friends?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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HIGHER TIER 

Card H Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to free
time activities.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What sport do you like best and why?

• Do you like watching films? What type of films have you seen recently?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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HIGHER TIER 

Card I Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to home,
town, neighbourhood and region.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What is there near your home?

• What do you think are the advantages of living in a big city?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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HIGHER TIER 

Card J  Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to travel
and tourism.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What was your holiday like last year?

• Are holidays important and why/why not?
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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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HIGHER TIER 

Card K Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to life at
school/college.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• Who is your favourite teacher at school and why?

• What would you like to do when you finish school?



Card L image © iStock.com/XiXinXing

Copyright © 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved XXXX/SH 
 

SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

GCSE  
CHINESE (MANDARIN) 
Higher Tier Paper 2 Speaking 

Specimen 2019 

Candidate’s material – Photo card 

To be conducted by the teacher-examiner  

Time allowed: 10-12 minutes (+12 minutes’ supervised preparation time) 

Instructions 
• During the preparation time you are required to prepare the Role-play card and Photo card

stimulus cards given to you.
• You may make notes during the preparation time.  You must not write on this card.
• Hand your notes and both stimulus cards to the teacher-examiner before the General

Conversation.  You must ask the teacher-examiner at least one question in the General
Conversation.

Information 
• The test will last a maximum of 12 minutes and will consist of a Role-play (approximately 2

minutes) and a Photo card (approximately 3 minutes), followed by a General Conversation
(between 5 and 7 minutes) based on your nominated Theme and the Theme which has not been
covered in the Photo card.

• You must not use a dictionary at any time during the test.  This includes the preparation time.

H 

This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual.  It is published to enable teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to  
GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin).  Further changes may be required and no assurance can be given that this proposed qualification will be made 
available in its current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first teaching in 2017 and first award in 2019.
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HIGHER TIER 

Card L  Candidate’s Photo card 

• Look at the photo during the preparation period.

• Make any notes you wish to on an Additional Answer Sheet.

• Your teacher will then ask you questions about the photo and about topics related to career
choices and ambitions.

Your teacher will ask you the following three questions and then two more questions which you 
have not prepared. 

• What is there in the photo?

• What have you done in the past to earn money?

• Do you think that earning a lot of money is important in a job and why/ why not?
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