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Interpretation A  NN Sukhanov in his book about the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 which was 
published in 1922. 

Sukhanov was a Social Revolutionary who supported the formation of the 
Provisional Government following the abdication of the Tsar.  

Interpretation A not reproduced here due to third-party copyright 
restrictions. The source is taken from Sukhanov: The Russian 
Revolution, 1917: A Personal Record translated by Joel Carmichael. 
Published in 1984.

Lenin sounded dogmatic and dictatorial. 

Interpretation B  From a book written by Leon Trotsky called ‘A History of the Russian Revolution’. 
It was published in 1930. 

Trotsky was a Bolshevik leader during the October/November Revolution and 
during the period of Lenin’s rule.  

How important was Lenin? Can we say that the revolution would not have 
happened without him? No. But it is true that Lenin greatly speeded up the 
process. 
Lenin was much more clear-sighted than his comrades, and it happened that 
he understood better than others what was needed. If he had not managed to 
come to Petrograd, the October Revolution would not have taken place when 
it did.
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