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Interpretation A  From a book written by Doris E Fleischman, published in 1932. 

Doris was writing about what life was like for women in the 1920s. She was a 
famous campaigner for the rights of women.  

Interpretation A not reproduced here due to third-party copyright 
restrictions. The source is taken from America as Americans See It by 
Doris E Fleischman. Published by Harcourt Brace and Company in 1932.

It was totally confusing to read the adverts in the magazines ...The wages of 
the men were generally so small that the women had to do extra work.  

Interpretation B  From an article written about flappers by F. Scott Fitzgerald published in the 
1930s. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald was an American novelist who, both in his personal life and in
his books, showed what it was like to be a rich playboy during the boom of the
1920s. He and his wife Zelda, who he called ‘the first American Flapper’, became
symbols of the Jazz Age.

It was an age of miracles and an age of over indulgence. There was a 
generation of women who saw themselves as flappers – the wildest of all 
generations deciding to take as much pleasure as they could. ‘Eat, drink and 
be merry for tomorrow we die’ was their motto. Although their grandmothers 
didn’t know it, these young women had discovered alcohol and jazz. 
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Interpretation B: Text extract © F.Scott Fitzgerald. 
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