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Are you using the latest version of this specification?

. You will always find the most up-to-date version of this specification on our website at
aga.org.uk/8648
. We will write to you if there are significant changes to the specification.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Why choose AQA for GCSE Urdu?

1.1.1 A specification designed for you and your students

We’ve worked with a range of teachers to create this specification. We have focussed on ensuring
that our assessments are clear, accessible and discriminate effectively.

Our objective is to enable students of all abilities to develop their Urdu language skills to their full
potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with
confidence.

1.1.2 Languages for life

At AQA we're passionate about the benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly
believe in languages as a skill for life and something students should enjoy and find rewarding.

We know you want a specification which you can enjoy teaching, and one which expands your
students' cultural knowledge whilst developing their language skills.

We are confident our assessments will deliver the right results for your students. We want to help
you to attract students of all abilities to languages and to deliver the assessments and results you
and your students deserve.

You can find out about all our Urdu qualifications at aga.org.uk/languages

1.2 Support and resources to help you teach

We’'ve worked with experienced teachers to provide you with a range of resources that will help
you confidently plan, teach and prepare for exams.

1.2.1 Teaching resources

Visit aga.org.uk/8648 to see all our teaching resources. They include:

+ sample schemes of work to help you plan for course delivery

+ training courses to help you deliver AQA Urdu qualifications

+ subject expertise courses for all teachers, from early career teachers who are just getting
started to experienced teachers looking for fresh inspiration.

1.2.2 Preparing for exams

Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for everything you need to prepare for our exams, including:

» past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports
+ sample papers and mark schemes for new courses
+ example student answers with examiner commentaries.
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Analyse your learners' results with Data Insights

We've replaced Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA) with a new platform — Data Insights. It does the
same things as ERA and more.

Find out which questions were the most challenging, how the results compare to previous years
and where your learners need to improve. Data Insights, our free online results analysis tool, will
help you see where to focus your teaching. Find out more at aga.org.uk/data-insights

For information about results, including maintaining standards over time, grade boundaries and our
post-results services, visit aga.org.uk/results

Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development

Time in the classroom is precious, but we understand that as your career develops, the skills and
knowledge you need may change. As well as subject-specific training, we offer a range of courses
to help boost your skills.

Our events calendar is full of different ways for you to learn, understand and be inspired. Find out
more at aga.org.uk/professional-development.

Help and support

Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aga.org.uk/8648

If you'd like us to share news and information about this qualification, sign up for emails and
updates at aga.org.uk/keepinformed

Alternatively, you can call or email our subject team direct.
E: mfl@aga.org.uk
T: 01423 534 381
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2 Specification at a glance

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.

2.1 Subject content

Theme 1: Identity and culture (page 11)

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest (page 11)

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment (page 12)

2.2 Assessments

GCSE Urdu has a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Students must
take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same
series.

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language.

How it's assessed

*  Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)
* 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier)
+ 25% of GCSE

(Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time of the question paper before the listening stimulus
is played.)

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

» Section A — questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally
» Section B — questions in Urdu, to be answered in Urdu or non-verbally

+
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What's assessed

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

* Non-exam assessment

* 7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time

* 10-12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time

* 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with different stimulus questions
for the Photo card and different stimulus materials for the Role-play. The timings are different too:

* Role-play — 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier)
» Photo card — 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier)

* General conversation — 30 marks (3—5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 57 minutes at Higher
Tier)

+

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of written language.

How it's assessed

*  Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)
* 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

+ Section A — questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally
» Section B — questions in Urdu, to be answered in Urdu or non-verbally

» Section C — translation from Urdu into English (a minimum of 35 words for Foundation Tier
and 50 words for Higher Tier)

+
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What's assessed

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

»  Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
* 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier

* Question 1 — message (student produces four sentences in response to a photo) — 8 marks

* Question 2 — short passage (student writes a piece of continuous text in response to four
brief bullet points, approximately 40 words in total) — 16 marks

* Question 3 — translation from English into Urdu (minimum 35 words) — 10 marks

» Question 4 — structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet

points, producing approximately 90 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
16 marks

Higher Tier

» Question 1 — structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
16 marks

* Question 2 — open-ended writing task (student responds to two compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 150 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
32 marks

* Question 3 — translation from English into Urdu (minimum 50 words) — 12 marks
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3 Subject content

3.1 Themes

The specification covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers.

Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes
relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/
communities where Urdu is spoken.

3.1.1 Theme 1: Identity and culture

Theme 1: Identity and culture covers the following four topics with related sub-topics shown as
bullet points

3.1.1.1 Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
* Relationships with family and friends.
* Marriage/partnership.

3.1.1.2 Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
* Social media.
* Mobile technology.

3.1.1.3 Topic 3: Free-time activities

* Music.

*+ Cinemaand TV.

* Food and eating out.
+ Sport.

3.1.1.4 Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Urdu-speaking countries/communities

3.1.2 Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of
interest

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest covers the following four topics
with related sub-topics shown as bullet points

3.1.2.1 Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region

3.1.2.2 Topic 2: Social issues

* Charity/voluntary work.
* Healthy/unhealthy living.

Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 11


http://aqa.org.uk/8648

3.1.2.3 Topic 3: Global issues

The environment.
Poverty/homelessness.

3.1.2.4 Topic 4: Travel and tourism

3.1.3 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics

3.1.3.1 Topic 1: My studies

3.1.3.2 Topic 2: Life at school/college

3.1.3.3 Topic 3: Education post-16

3.1.3.4 Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

3.2 Scope of study

3.2.1 Listening: understand and respond to spoken language

Students are expected to be able to:

demonstrate general and specific understanding of different types of spoken language
follow and understand clear standard speech using familiar language across a range of
specified contexts

identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer
spoken passages, involving some more complex language, recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer spoken texts, involving some complex
language and more abstract material, including short narratives and authentic material
addressing a wide range of contemporary and cultural themes

recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
spoken text, including authentic sources, adapted and abridged as appropriate, by being able
to answer questions, extract information, evaluate and draw conclusions.

3.2.2 Speaking: communicate and interact in speech

Students are expected to be able to:

communicate and interact effectively in speech for a variety of purposes across a range of
specified contexts

take part in a short conversation, asking and answering questions, and exchanging opinions
convey information and narrate events coherently and confidently, using and adapting
language for new purposes

speak spontaneously, responding to unexpected questions, points of view or situations,
sustaining communication by using rephrasing or repair strategies, as appropriate

initiate and develop conversations and discussion, producing extended sequences of speech

make appropriate and accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
including some more complex forms, with reference to past, present and future events
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make creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to express and justify
their own thoughts and points of view
use accurate pronunciation and intonation to be understood by a native speaker.

3.2.3 Reading: understand and respond to written language

Students are expected to be able to:

understand and respond to different types of written language

understand general and specific details within texts using high frequency familiar language
across a range of contexts

identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer
written passages, involving some more complex language and recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer written texts from a range of specified
contexts, including authentic sources involving some complex language and unfamiliar
material, as well as short narratives and authentic material addressing relevant contemporary
and cultural themes

recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
written text and authentic sources, including some extracts from relevant abridged or adapted
literary texts

demonstrate understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and
present relevant details, draw inferences in context and recognise implicit meaning where
appropriate

translate a short passage from Urdu into English.

3.2.4 Writing: communicate in writing

Students are expected to be able to:

communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of specified
contexts

write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey
meaning and exchange information

produce clear and coherent text of extended length to present facts and express ideas and
opinions appropriately for different purposes and in different settings

make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some
more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future
events

manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with
increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and
register

make independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to note
down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view, in order to
interest, inform or convince

translate sentences and short texts from English into Urdu to convey key messages
accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of language and structures in context.

3.3 Grammar

The grammar requirements for GCSE Urdu are set out in two tiers: Foundation Tier and Higher

Tier.
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GCSE students will be expected to have acquired knowledge and understanding of Urdu grammar
during their course. In the exam they will be required to apply their knowledge and understanding,

appropriate to the relevant tier of entry, drawing from the following lists. The examples in brackets

are indicative, not exclusive. For structures marked (R), only receptive knowledge is required.

Students will be expected to develop and use their knowledge and understanding of this grammar
progressively throughout their course.

3.3.1 Foundation Tier

3.3.1.1 Nouns

. GenderJﬂ:t{ﬂ:wfo/
« Singular, plural including common regulars &zl /o5 /i §7
+ Declension usdui s st

3.3.1.2 Articles

« Definite and indefinite 735"
« Partitive s W J 18/ nie i £

3.3.1.3 Adjectives

« Agreement §7 $y/¢/ U

* Position

+ Comparative and superlative including common irregulars eg #/ « —-dZ/ =rdZ)
» Demonstrative of «te Useulzeze 00

« Indefinite: singular/plural usage eg * Y sl des

» Possessive eg Lk J16 oid 2

+ Interrogative eg =3 il b wit Uy

3.3.1.4 Adverbs

« Agreement § $u/¢/ |4

+ Position

» Comparative and superlative including common irregulars eg & « —df! erds
+ Demonstrative of <t Useulzeze 00

- Indefinite: singular/plural usage eg JF &Py s sz s

+ Possessive eg 1k Uik i 2

+ Interrogative eg =5 /il b e Uy

3.3.1.5 Quantifiers/ intensifiers
« Common expressions of quantity 3¢e.d
« Non-count nouns = gl s ex
3.3.1.6 Pronouns

* Personal all subject pronouns — all subject pronoun eg .;T‘(": (ase U2
« Direct object pronouns eg s« « >« « U1
 Indirect object pronouns eg é"uf’ L et
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Combined forms of direct and indirect pronouns eg /= (A U (i U1 e £l Ul

Reflexive eg Gle e »#
Relative/correlative eg <&kl Uz
Disjunctive/emphatic egu? -«
Demonstrative eg ¥ 2t U3l Ui 2
Indefinite eg A 8z S P14 1
Interrogative eg vy

Combined forms eg o2 5 e U
Declension of pronouns (11
Correlative 2. Ulzez

3.3.1.7 Verbs

Regular and irregular forms of verb including reflexive verbs (Gt dT
Infinitives eg t; s/ p¥tal a st s W btz »

All persons of the verb, singular and plural ur 2 & &% {Yee 0 ¢/
Modes of address /7

Negative forms eg \7 o < Fil 2 sse i ez

Interrogative forms eg Uy U/«

Impersonal constructions eg « '\ 1241e (5 J 4

Verbs followed by infinitive, with or without preposition.

Imperative including polite form eg &b« /< sl /(S

Aucxiliary verbs eg Uste «

Imperative with regular form eg 4’4@;

Tenses:

« presenteg W~ (T b

+ present perfect eg W 2l

- passive (present) eg « 14 &

+ present participle eg tvtbild

+ present tenses: simple,/habitual, continuous, perfect eg ¥ & ¢/ L b/t »

+ present perfect eg us L1k

+ imperfect eg <t J¥1 o

 present subjunctive/subjunctive mood eg Ui " < e n/uyfuﬁ/ég. »
+ other common verbs in the imperfect tense (R)

« past tense: participle, continuous,perfect form eg & & b/i% | b/ e

+ future tenses, participle,continuous,perfect,form eg » & /e (/€ 21 »

« immediate future ux L b W F U
« pluperfect (R) & £ L1 4 st uw/
+ imperative forms i, « s« 51

« conditional eg <« 3./

3.3.1.8 Negatives

eg S s S E At & S G 2 zonn £ it

« transitive/intransitive verb in past tense - 1 /s F (6L U1 U T St

<3
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3.3.1.9 Prepositions

+ Contracted forms of preposition eg L‘&K‘4“¢v(ug:?i~:uﬁc( 1

* Fixed case and dual case yvith accusatiye and/or dative with genitive (R)
+ Duplicate line above: tto 0¥ 14 = £/t UF g = U1

« Common compound postpositions y«fe;« (&S

3.3.1.10 Clause Structures

Main clause word order/subordinate clauses, including relative clauses.

3.3.1.11 Conjunctions
Coordinating and subordinating eg -&«£5Jb zf Uz b U7l

3.3.1.12 Number, quantity, dates and time

+ Ordinal and cardinal numbers eg . 1,4 sxikg/f 55 L
*  Common coordinating conjunctions u‘?‘/ﬁ:c_ 21 Jl

*  Common subordinating conjunctions M'(.;ﬂfrf

«  Common quantities eg ¢ Sed Ut ro ™ il
- Time and date eg 2t/ & Ut Zeplosose e

dM:JLm,';»:" u::;/”:d/u
- Distributive pronouns & » & ¥ Usix

3.3.1.13 Vowel points and other marks
S 5 men i Fhepdeyd

3.3.2 Higher Tier

Students entering for Higher Tier assessments will be required to apply all grammar and structures
listed for Foundation Tier, in addition to the new grammar and structures listed for Higher Tier.

3.3.2.1 Nouns
* Less common irregulars obstract nouns eg ==t
« Compound nouns eg ix s T 1 g s Sy A 4
« Complex and irregular plurals eg st stk Ser = =

3.3.2.2 Adjectives

« Comparatives and superlatives including Arabic and Persian adjectives eg o #« #
« Irregular superlatives eg ¢ z_. Jsf
+ Pronominal ws« et <l

3.3.2.3 Adverbs

+ Comparative and superlative « (% =T s
+ Repeated adverbs « Uy « 55 1o/ 5 s S W o
+ Arabic adverbs(+*< [ ¥
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3.3.2.4 Pronouns

+ Indefinite eg u" s

« Interrogatives eg « us Lo o« L &2

+ Combinations of direct and indirect pronouns eg » ¥ U# i 5 .
+ Demonstratives oblique (R) eg « * /J?‘+ 42T

* Possessive (R)

» Direct and indirect object after an infinitive-

« Relative pronouns eg {5 e ux?

+ Position and order of object pronouns &

3.3.2.5 Verbs

* Infinitival agreement eg o L/(K{é

» Participle constructions eg 2 2 W T

+ Obligation eg « /¢ » 1./ & ;1

 Present subjective/subjective mood eg vil U= « & weun uﬁ‘éj. 2
« Compound verbs eg ts . & Zb Il a2 2

« Imerative with irregular forms eg <&« » é

3.3.2.6 Passive Forms

« Present perfect eg ux \us# /cus ULt

+ Pluperfect eg ¥ t |15 /3 tt L1

« Future perfecteg € » & b /6 n & b Lk

- Conditional verb forms eg £ 4 Slest U £ J6

+ Interrogative impressions eg /t/ /Ut sl th s |
 Present/past/future perfect continuous tenses eg ¢ » (. t6/13 | tto/ to

3.3.2.7 Conjuctions

More complex forms eg bz /i

3.3.2.8 Connectives
More complex eg v & &5 ot Ul 1 oo et n 2 B 4 £

3.3.2.9 Numbers

+ Cardinal numbers 1000+ those listed in general vocabulary
* Ordinal numbers — 10+ commonly used impressions eg 4t § (/75 " Ui

3.4 Communication strategies

Whilst it is useful for students to concentrate on a core of key language for any given topic, it is
impossible to predict all the linguistic elements they might meet when reading and listening to
authentic Urdu, or which they themselves might need to use.
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For this reason, the student will need to develop communication strategies as part of the teaching
and learning process, which will greatly increase their ability to cope successfully with unknown
words.

There are two main types of strategy: those that relate to understanding (reading and listening) and
those that relate to production (speaking and writing).

3.4.1 Strategies for understanding

3.4.1.1 Ignoring words which are not needed

Many tasks contain words which are not essential for an understanding of the main points of the
text. What is important in the text is often presented more than once, in different ways: the student
may not understand a point in one form of words and understand it fully in another.

3.4.1.2 Using the visual and verbal context

The skilled reader can find many clues about the purpose and content of a text from a study of the
layout, the title, the length, the typeface and any related pictures.

When reading and listening, students can learn to infer the meaning of new words from the verbal
context. For example, someone who did not know the word 3.,/ Z might be able, after some

appropriate practice, to deduce from the following context that it is some sort of tree:
et rer KoL ur il il B or e 65§ U

5\13):\)\34)',4&“_\?_)
e S ol TSIy
Wldn g u s
S[R3 ol L)

Lol & Sy pls S

3.4.1.3 Making use of grammatical markers and categories

Students will be helped to master all these strategies if, when reading and listening, they learn to
use such clues as the plural forms of nouns and verbs, the ways verbs change to form tenses,
word order and other such features to help them to recognise to which category (verb, noun,
adjective etc) an unknown word belongs. This can be a considerable help in making intelligent
guesses about the meaning of the word.

&_MS_‘_,’A} c._ﬂis &Th.n?ll u_ia\ C‘ U U:\Aj.:a ug.\\ﬁs_u&ja c._MS S\S.A
[Gana] Jad [ 5] o
C‘Aé.\_f& = Ula " Ula" JaddeiJ prieJelicale (S Lo Ciiia

>

ALY

3.4.1.4 Making use of the social and cultural contex

Another aid to the drawing of correct inferences is for the students to bear in mind that there are
regularities in the real world which make it possible to anticipate what people may say or write
about it. The ability to predict occurrences in the real world makes it possible sometimes to
anticipate words and their meaning, in a given context. This is one reason why it is important for an
Urdu course to develop awareness and understanding of countries and communities where Urdu is
spoken.
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3.4.1.5 Using common patterns within Urdu

Knowledge of the following patterns of word formation in Urdu can help to understand a text.
Students will be expected to be able to make use of these patterns in both directions: so, the use
of /£ should permit understanding of $/g /2

Some more examples:

i e r 22
N F el $ QNGNS IS i

et e
Gl ply il e 55 055

RS ER S PSR L PRI

elF
o e b (e e
STE KA Sl

3.4.1.6 Using common patterns between Urdu and English

There are thousands of words in Urdu which, although not having exactly the same form as the
English word, can easily be understood with the application of a few, simple rules. When words
which can be understood using the rules below occur in context, students will be expected to
understand them.

Strategies such as those outlined above will generally be more easily applied in reading than in
listening, as reading offers more opportunities to slow down, look at unknown items at some leisure
and study the context. However, the general strategies for understanding listed above can be used
successfully in listening to Urdu.

In order to hear accurately, students should have the relationship between the spoken and written
language brought to their attention. Words which look the same in Urdu and English may sound
different and conversely, words with similar sounds may be written very differently in the two
languages.

3.4.1.7 Dictionaries

The use of dictionaries is not permitted in the exam, but should be encouraged in class. Students
need to acquire good dictionary skills and to understand the limitations of dictionary use, eg
choosing the wrong word from a list of definitions, confusion over parts of speech, the dangers of
word-for-word translations. Successful strategies for dictionary use include:

+ understanding the meaning of terms and abbreviations used in a dictionary entry

» recognising different parts of speech so as to be able to find the word required

» recognising the word may be listed in a different form or may be required in a different form
from the one given in the dictionary. Students wishing to find the meaning of Je> s/len 53 e
us must first work out that this is a verb form in order to look up the meaning of Lea s()ras )
and conversely the infinitive found in the English-Urdu section will need to be changed in
order to express 'l ask ...

+ picking the correct word from a list of alternatives, if necessary checking back in the Urdu-
English part of the dictionary to find the word with the appropriate meaning. A student looking
up the word ‘jog', for example, may have to choose from: &/l5 5. They must check these
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words in the Urdu-English part of the dictionary to ensure they have the correct meaning in
the context.

* recognising that word for word translation is often impossible eg expressions such as 'to
make fun of W3l 31 or 'to pull a fast one' SYls ¢S cannot be translated literally.

3.4.2 Strategies for production

Research and experience show that people who communicate effectively in a foreign language
tend to make good use of systematic efficient verbal and non-verbal strategies to get meaning
across, in spite of their imperfect command of the language.

Individual students may fail to learn — or forget — language items required by some tests, or they
may wish to attempt to go beyond the demands of the specification in completing the task set. In
these circumstances, the following strategies can prove useful. They fall into two main categories:
non-verbal and verbal.

3.4.2.1 Non-verbal strategies

Pointing and demonstration
This may be accompanied by some appropriate language eg

“ufgL-l;.L/a/v‘lgugl”<‘4;“gzuﬁjy;/g+zgp;‘+zg,u’»"

Expression and gesture

This may be accompanied, where appropriate, with sounds (eg 'Oh!" which, with appropriate
intonation, facial expression and gestures, can convey such attitudes and functions as pain,
surprise, anger, fear, pleasure and admiration).

Mime

Mime, which again can be accompanied by appropriate sounds and language, can sometimes help
communication to be maintained when it might otherwise break down eg with a suitable mime if
one has forgotten words such as

6 and v

This strategy has obvious limitations in a speaking test which is recorded and assessed on the
basis of the recording.

Drawing

This can be an efficient strategy with some tasks (especially written) and can convey both attitude
and information (eg a diagram showing how to get from one point, such as a station, to another, for
instance a home.

3.4.2.2 Verbal strategies

Using a word which refers to a similar item

Using a word which refers to a similar item to the one the speaker/writer wishes to refer to, but for
which he has forgotten the word

eg =5 for §4

and »*# for 4
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This strategy is not always effective and its use would be assessed according to its effectiveness in
a particular context.

Description of physical properties
This can be used to refer to something of which the name has been
[347- U]eee S Lo sl Uy L6 U1 S s

The physical properties refer to colour, size, material, position and shape. The use of this strategy
in an exam would be assessed according to its communicative effectiveness.

Requests for help
These can include requests for translation eg

SRS o
moon s/ SKy |

wéué._,u By Irs
waaiwmu“uéwawrw/mf

It is clearly preferable to use such requests for help than for communication to collapse and their
use will be assessed according to the context. When requests for help with specific problems
occur, the teacher should maintain the role of a sympathetic native speaker and help accordingly.
The teacher should avoid taking over from the student and carrying out the tasks set.
Simplification

This is when a student avoids the use of a form of which he is unsure eg

u:l/fu"irb’l(r‘jl"ut,,(kuw/l
Y-l al/,,.:/mlf/u”
"aiu‘*/&r~wufurw

A systematic use of simplified forms may reduce error, facilitate communication and increase
fluency, but if overused, this strategy may result in students failing to make full use of their
capabilities.

Paraphrase

This is when a student avoids the use of a form of which he is unsure eg

5(1‘J@d/lr’//b’/wtLb}dd:u”z}’"aluu"é./..flu"ILLA’/ ,QJJI/JILJJ/'/l}~!ﬁ'LA(kJib/fi
-Ld}"u“d}L/Uﬂ{’JJ’J/L ~J//5!‘¢"LIJ’6:_J}

A systematic use of simplified forms may reduce error, facilitate communication and increase
fluency, but if overused, this strategy may result in students failing to make full use of their
capabilities.

Reference to specific features

Reference to specific features eg
-uJu@*égJ&/,f+én&J//£zg/u,,

-Q%J@Ja/ﬂf.iﬁﬁu!uj,idgﬁu)'d/ﬂu

This strategy is often quite effective, and effective use would be assessed accordingly in an exam.
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Reference to the function of an object

Reference to the function of an object and the actions that can be performed with it eg

TS Tl I LS F S S Udn &
Gl h;'iétf? e
S Sl By st

This is a commonly used strategy which is usually effective in communicative terms.

Another strategy sometimes used by language students is word coinage, the creation of words
based either on English or Urdu words. This strategy usually produces words which do not exist in
Urdu or if they do exist, have a different meaning from the one intended. The use of this strategy is
rarely effective in promoting communication and students would be well advised to use it only if all
other strategies fail.

Another commonly used strategy is topic avoidance, when the student avoids or abandons a topic
because of inability to deal with it. Use of this strategy in the examination will not allow the student
to be given full credit. Use of it in a learning situation will reduce opportunities for the development
or expansion of the student’s repertoire. It is a strategy which should be discouraged. A basic
condition for communication strategies to have a potential learning effect is that they are governed
by achievement, rather than avoidance, behaviour.

Evidence suggests that the availability of a range of strategies such as those outlined above, and
flexibility in their use, represent an important advantage in overall communicative effectiveness. It
also appears that the most effective strategies demand some linguistic proficiency and that the
more proficient speakers are also better at using communication strategies effectively.

The development of such strategies cannot be seen as encouragement not to develop linguistic
knowledge. Strategic competence is not a substitute for vocabulary learning, but a useful
supplement. Indeed, all language users make use of communication strategies, even in their first
language, and really successful strategies usually pass unnoticed. It is an important part of the
teaching and learning process.

3.5 Vocabulary

The minimum core vocabulary lists are primarily intended as a guide for teachers to assist in the
planning of schemes of work.

The assessment tasks at Foundation Tier will require students to understand and respond to
common or familiar words and/or forms of words that are not on the vocabulary list.

The assessment tasks at Higher Tier will require students to understand and respond to words
and/or forms of words that are not on the vocabulary list and which are less common or familiar
than those used in relation to Foundation Tier assessments.

Vocabulary listed under a particular theme should be considered transferable, as appropriate, to
the other themes.

Students will be expected to be familiar with feminine forms of nouns/adjectives where these are
not given.

3.5.1 Rubrics and instructions

The following is a guide to the sort of rubrics and instructions which will be used in Section B of the
Listening and Reading exams. The list is indicative, not exclusive.
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S Jlastial ai pa 03l o Sl s (0 SGl = S NB You can use the same letter more than
o s once.
o (v (G R Feof Which person is it? Write the name of the

correct person.

<uf.e{/|’b'guayév?‘gu)/u/d

Who is it? Write the name of the correct person.

I Choose (two) correct sentences.

S Bz G Choose the correct answer.
S Complete...in Urdu.
gL LIS S e S

Complete the grid.

ISR LWL g ek e Complete the following text with words from the

list below.

Tell if it is true (?), false (¢, ) or not mentioned

é‘uﬁ(?)uﬁ’u!u"&La(é)w:La(u’)é',J,;Ju
: 1 (o). Write & . or ¢

(g ot [ £ O Give (two) details.

N I Listen to this passage/this conversation/this

interview/this report...

_fudié'uﬁi.léﬁ

Write the correct letter in each box.

Ve Al

Write the correct letter in the box.

4}160 7 5 Uk

Write the correct letters in the boxes.

LSug S E

Identify the correct person.

e U el ok <4 | Itis not necessary to write in full sentences.

v

-

N
.Nr

Read...

S o o1l 5 I £ Mention one positive aspect/negative aspect/

advantage/disadvantage

o e & Lo ““” For a positive opinion, write P
oL Len§

u,,,au +e ol L i, & . =4 |For a negative opinion, write N

For a positive and negative opinion, write P+N

e VLo 2 G Which is the correct answer?
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VP

Fill in the blanks.

Y in LUy o

Answer these questions.

(-ut"’v 12 U o) (Z Uy

Answer (the questions) in Urdu.

The following is a guide to the sort of rubrics and instructions which will be used in the Writing

exam. The list is indicative, not exclusive.

Describe...

Write...

oS e 5ol Bl 40 Ly s

Write approximately 40 words in Urdu.

S Sl gy S ] 85 S S e 5] Ll 90 Ly s
S o b

o

Write approximately 90 words in Urdu. Write
something about each bullet point.

oS e s, Bl 150 Ly e

Write approximately 150 words in Urdu. Write
something about both bullet points.

-uﬁ”v Kool &2 /(g AP v {/‘7 /99

Write four sentences in Urdu about the photo.

RSOV

Mention...

3.5.2 General vocabulary

Students will be expected to use and understand the general vocabulary listed below. This
vocabulary is not restricted to specific settings and can occur in any of the themes listed in the

specification.

3.5.2.1 Comparisons

(e (4

similar

ik

different

e/

opposite

sl L

same, equal

et/ 13

very little
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good, better, best

as ... as

£ nlB/L v £ g

as much/many ... as

J/

difference

139 :ﬂ/

much/more, less

¢S i

to compare

~ily

comparison

T I Er %

bad, worse, worst

o 3

not much

s

at least

3.5.2.2 Conjunctions and connectives

when

as if/\whether

before

until

as, because

so that, in order that

as, since

either ... or ...

after, afterwards

not only ... but also

although/even if

therefore
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SO ... that

and

as far as

while

G ot 2

neither ... nor

uJJi:CJ’

apart from this

gl

assuming that

ot estle/nstle £t

besides, apart from

L han Z Ui

instead of
o Lyt afterwards
Sz that is (ie)

gy 4l Z Uil Y3

nevertheless/anyway/in any case

{J_Jl/c_,?:Ju’l

therefore, because of that

< b

‘

obviously

& A

after all

z Jl ety

except

Fi/ S =i

actually, really

%/d;l

firstly

(s g

however

5 4

unfortunately

oo

of course, naturally

A7

but

KT

eventually, in the end, finally

~J3

otherwise, or else
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as, like

probably

provided that

(at) first

== Ju}'lﬁ? @

by chance

(”u/;,g S

secondly

3.5.2.3 Prepositions

from

at, to

N\

on, at

at, of

i

near, at

23 Ll S

through

PPy

along/next to/with

N
3,

i) 5

3

against, at about, around

s

X

behind

&L/ O]’ e

in the middle of

SAS

towards

e

without

4! L/{;i

over, above

J/ By

around

under, below

by
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in front of

during

because of

at, of

between

3.5.2.4 Negatives

FEy not at all

S
Uﬁ}v’/uﬁ}(f'{up{

not even

no longer

nothing

S never
E & not yet

o oS nobody/no one
NP

g E S
L g Se

no/not

still not

not only that but also

3.5.2.5 Alphabet

Students are expected to know the letters of the alphabet and appropriate accents/sounds.

=7 |letter

LS a

to spell

word

28 Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration


http://aqa.org.uk/8648

AQA GCSE Urdu 8648. GCSE exams June 2019 onwards. Version 1.1 August 2026

3.5.2.6 Numbers

Students are expected to know the cardinal numbers 0-1,000 and the word for 1,000,000 (Million,
die).

They are also expected to know the ordinal numbers first—tenth eg 1st = wy; 2nd =1,4; 3rd =

I+ etc.

Other number expressions

S

b
I8

dozen

counting

pair

] s 26 number, digit

Money

cash

= a 1/2/5 rupees coin

4§ ¢,50/20/10 | a 10/20/50 rupees note

note

coin

small change

to deposit

pocket money

to change

3.5.2.7 Asking questions

When?

Why?

| What sort/type of...?
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What?

Which?

Who?

S f W/?J(‘) ‘,?f

How long?

e

How much/many?

e

3

How?

oS U susd

Why? How come ...?

i

Where?

S UL?(

Where from?

oF Uy

Where to?

AL

What with?

3.5.2.8 Greetings and exclamations

m’lxéc;liqii'..{?

All the best/best wishes

LU AT

See you later

TS Slee

Excuse me/Sorry

S 1S S

Merry Christmas/Eid Mubarak

ch«E &[

Don’t mention it

Welcome

Congratulations

w JF

Cheers

Have a good/nice holiday

Good luck

Alslam O Elakum - Adaab
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Qe o/ S Qe

Please!

Bl 1/ Bk

Goodbye

3.5.2.9 Opinions

£ Jp

idea, suspicion

b.,’é’/x’"/

amusing, funny

/|5é}$

pleasant, agreeable

7 l;;"/m 143

to be afraid/scared

o K Wy

anxious, apprehensive

i

excellent

0) ”UT

comfortable

z

definite(ly)/certain(ly)

L fe—

cheap

TN S

stupid

K - rdr"

nonsense, rubbish

E

naughty

Uy CJ‘;

(to be) in favour of something

v iy

(to be) against/opposed to something

ui‘”'c& LE[

it doesn’t matter

oSl

to think

oy

depressed

174

kind

o S

believable

s S Fe

impressive
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simple, simply, easy

terrible, awful

that’s (not) right/correct

7,

=N

L &

| like it (it pleases me)

S el

it depends on ..., whether ...

L /oS 417

to want

L U7

happy, glad, pleased

¢S A

to love

v

to like, to please

I 4/u)¢ £

peaceful

L'U?’ it

to enjoy

oS 2

to believe

L'/a);

to hate

/’Aﬁ/&‘l et

marvellous, magnificent

to hope

to be interested in

to have no idea/no clue

brilliant, great

complicated

to be bored/to be fed up

easyl/effortless

kind, lovely

modern, new

S SAF S

lively
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to doubt/suspect

opinion

rotten, lousy

possible

2N

very well

very hard working

w0 K6/ 4T 6] 4

useful

K i

useless

great, fantastic

to be cross, annoyed

it's a shame/pity

terrible, horrible

difficult

JL

sensitive

34

sure, safe

e

even

51435 u"/{‘/b//“{

great

expensive, dear

V(b

typical(ly)

S oz

surprising/wonderful

o e

unbelievable

i

impossible

old

B
<

perhaps
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completely

to prefer

probably

important

real

attractive

e e S

gorgeous, very beautiful

v

to wish

J“b,

content, happy

CS 06 Ay aole

to agree

3.5.2.10 Expressions of time

Seasons

season

rainy season

spring

summer

%

autumn

176/l

winter

Months of the year

v/

year

o/

month

week
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Nyl

Monday

Tuesday

ok

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

/l}i

Sunday

The clock

- S

exactly

aT/ 2

half

33

midday

_'}' Ry f}f

midnight

Lo 2Ty e

to be slow

# K.:ﬁ;/{, ) ..«gwb’

punctual, on time

Al £

late

hour (length)

clock, watch

at what time, when?

quarter, quarter to

to be fast

what time is it?

what time is it?

time
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b
24>

half past one

RISTATS;

half past two

Other expressions of time

now and again

evening

in the evenings

beginning, start

moment, instant

o AT

at the end

e e

soon

U ol

then, in those days

6/V

date

319 et/ d(

SO much

1%/ ke

former

A LS5

once

AT

finally

Wl JI

during

0,(\_\\
\'_’
3

almost, nearly

early

present (time, tense)

=

just/only

D F

yesterday

4 s rbﬁ.}f

usually, normally
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7.9

immediately, in a minute

7

C

today

Ui M F ot

nowadays, these days

s &

in advance/before (hand)

e

always

again and again

in the meantime

century

now

recently, lately

slow(ly)

$AT

last

N

shortly

=l

times

= u")

sometimes

Iy

on Mondays

(s 1) ‘)(

tomorrow

g

morning

S

tomorrow morning

/(‘jﬁ/&:é@l

in the mornings, every morning

ol Al A e

afterwards/later

S~

afternoon

N

next

el

night
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at night

recently, the other day

once again, once more

often

suddenly

regular

< Sk

quickly

Ld‘a

‘w

already

since, for (length of time)

G A/ e

seldom, rarely

Jss pl 2iss

daily

Uryg

the day after tomorrow

CADSL

past (time, tense)

4 20 $i

(until) recently

Urg

the day before yesterday

LY %3]

again

=5 (51 ¥

point in time

¢S f’ /26

to come to an end, to finish

) S5

future (time, tense)

3.5.2.11 Location and distance

outside

east

to stay
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Jbs Ul

here, there

Py

outside

/,«511;

inside, indoors

AUl

over there

corner

79

distant, (far) away

straight ahead

right

left

west

north

o

south

o uF

somewhere

(74 ('5 I3

to lie, to be situated (in)

v

mile

s b/ U2 s

in the middle of

Il

near/nearby/close

o

nowhere

above, up

place

side

everywhere

at the bottom, below, down

forwards
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Wy wide, far

b7/ %éf back

3.5.2.12 Colours

=/ | plack

1zl 7
A7 | green

= | white

LI | red

llos yellow

= | blue

brown

purple

orange

éi golden

pink

3.5.2.13 Weights and measures

WLl all the

% = |t be all gone, to have run out (of)

,,{b//j Vi everything

8 sl other, different

V7 | poth

T4 :
= | wide, broad

¥ | thick, fat
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thing

pair of scales/balance

thin

a little

a few, a couple

ol e

a lot of, lots

rs

some, a few

SOy

single

LI

about, roughly

bottle

width

enough

enormously

weight

size

narrow

cardboard box

box, case, crate

hardly

empty

light

measure

several

to measure
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medium-sized

balance/total

receipt

packet, pack

N
we

parcel

e
e

pound

per

high

slice/piece

heavy

length

bag

height

full

little, not much

9/ L‘/'/ o)

to weigh

3.5.2.14 Shape

d
0./13

circle

round

Gl

square

[}f /uf

triangular
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3.5.2.15 Weather

Lo 2T/ é&//L‘L{ Jat

overcast, cloudy

F &

lightning

(d/ J}Q) 6/(

thunder

q-duufztﬁ

it's lightning

£y

weather

SA iy Lo

to hail

s

-

damp/wet

W £

to freeze

0L

fresh

S Qi

thunderstorm

= IN7 >

degree

2 PRI

heavy, severe

/ifu:;f/c;u

bright, fine, clear

o T

sky

~
It 5 1

climate

b, b

e

cool

Cse s //(f

to be hot/cold

/;’//XJ’)

fog/mist

Uxz s

foggy

=7

temperature/mist

v %

wind

Ly A

to rain

v

shadow

Uls quef//D o

shady

Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 43



http://aqa.org.uk/8648

J&/L Lﬁq//l!".€

shower

N

k4

shine

S Sy Sy

to snow

LTk

storm

Q6

stormy

Vé;

dry

37 FHde K¢

weather forecast

Ji

cloud

ice, show

3.5.2.16 Access

(%4 Ué/

to be open

to open

exit

occupied, engaged

entry, entrance

entrance (building)

vacant, unoccupied

free

closed

open

¢S i

to close

LHIT

forbidden

Uy &

to be closed
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3.5.2.17 Correctness

L

false, wrong, incorrect

J# &
bn &
ug; (] cé"

mistake, error

to be right

right, correct

b 446 be wrong

oS AN E

to correct, to improve

L/ &7 correction, improvement

3.5.2.18 Materials

cotton

gold

iron

wood

7% |leather

cardboard
f{’ silk

172 .
[ material

wool

3.5.2.19 Common abbreviations / titles

e
e

£ = pound sterling

el e

v Sir, Madam
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doctor

etc

eg = for example

3.5.3 Theme based vocabulary (Foundation Tier)

3.5.3.1 |dentity and culture

Me, my family and friends

=

alone

age

child

young

old

introduction

to look like

identity card

beard

famous

visit

honest

to ask

pen-friend

spectacles, glasses

kind

man
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grandchild (son’s son/daughter)

S19/19

grandchild (daughter’s son/daughter)

to allow

serious

ulf/;/u

friend (m/f)

AR

member of the family

L}/!;‘

cheeky

G/u

friendship

S o’

to feel

g

to feed

Uy ag,

born (on)

v
kg
kd

childhood

le,g: 6/L"

date of birth

Pt

place of birth

G/t

father/dad

Silub

mother/mum

Sult

sister

e/ du

brother

son

daughter

Nty (Sl

father’s father/mother

Qe

mother’s father/mother

L

-

father’s elder brother (uncle)

father’s younger brother (uncle)
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Ut

mother’s brother (uncle)

mother’s sister (aunt)

father’s sister (aunt)

ugly

helpful

nice

pretty

reason

humorous, witty

| like... (very much)

| can’t stand .../l don't like...

boy

girl

e

to know (a person)

S o e

to get to know

£

S

strange, odd

S et

to look after

V}Z/lr:’, Y

to kiss

(Y]

to live

love

et g8

lively

T

single

S

people

woman
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O[]

human being

oL e

to name

L’/ulﬁf,,/,: :’/u"/

to get on someone’s nerves

ear

tidy, neat

person

passport

quiet, calm

to be/feel ashamed

to divorce

moustache

shy

eyes

first name

dfr/ﬂfr

step (relation)

Fre

real (relation)

LS 15

to quarrel

Ll a5

strict

i

chatty, talkative

oI$

dream

Jl}f

sad

ek S F

to get engaged

person

wedding/marriage
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L’/ S S5

to get married

¢S Db

to forgive

e

relationship

- E

married

Cxele S i

to separate

Ll

husband

U

wife

3A & F

ring

S L'i/ S

to introduce oneself

Ll Lo

to cry

/-/

father in law

J

mother in law

INY

place of living

L AL 2L $

civil partnership

Zi /5 L

together

¢S

to get on with

Technology and everyday life

to print (out)

to call, to ring (phone)

to use

b % A &

to describe (oneself)

L'/(J}U u:/b):!lzf

to enter data into computer

S epet ) 2 S

chat room
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v/ U [to receive

oot S [to develop

7 development

e o work, to function

o danger/risk

i e § to belong (to)

o Lo es 39 o | download

ez b3 /3 o1 [upload

A ringtone

=l information

" 1o delete

Z45 M | media

JE1 7 ¢ ohuse

e/ et sk to abuse

(& [message

to look for

s & | network

&/ |embarrassing

(IHS K

mail box (email)

Jt# | dangerous

c
L.

disadvantage

g
L

o3
3

laptop

o
28
j

to send

(_\‘\

forward
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Lol | =b

protection

e

to send an SMS/text message

4 &'5

G-

Wi-Fi

T4 Gy )’{f,{

to save data on computer

#2813 8L,

homepage (internet)

G/ v

to share

Y

text

Free time activities

,,155./

hobby

L

to have fun, to enjoy oneself

3

story

L'/’/ C: /"

to start, begin

ok 5

to fish

JT s 4'-/'/5/@/ J1sT

recorder

N

to sew

swimming costume/suit

swimming pool

music

A3

news paper

v ek

to complain

de /6 3

gardening

L’/ 3f é

to pay

Uz

news
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L2z 4 u;jlf{:

mountain climbing

e S

to play cards

K Fy | K Ui

youth club

S e 5 e

to follow

(573) /laf

.

to run

interest

admission fee

(admission) ticket

to laugh

song

to recommend/suggest

to be interested in

ice cream

pineapple

bread

€gg

melon

vinegar

beef

chapatti

beans

pears

orange

cauliflower
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pub

cucumber

porridge

mutton

hard

main course

waiter

mango

meat balls

snack

curry

to cost

yogurt drink

fruit juice

milk

tea, coffee

potato

cheese

£

apple

&

biscuits

i

fish

Qi

duck

by o

cooking

=2 s

Karayie goshat ( fried meat)

54 Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration



http://aqa.org.uk/8648

AQA GCSE Urdu 8648. GCSE exams June 2019 onwards. Version 1.1 August 2026

roast meat

salt

to serve

onions

peas

sugar

lemon

03/

sweet rice dish

e

pudding

V{1

carrots

3&/.

savoury rice dish

=2 s

karayie goshat ( fried meat)

Ay & 13

tasty

o1y

big screen

F b et A

film with a love story

75

peacock

member

news

dessert

sweet meats

Ui

noodles, pasta

<’ U d/f

nuts

4

fruit

K

oil
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pepper

peach

plum

mushroom

chocolate (in a box of chocolates)

to try, to taste

¢ LIS

turkey

(g

meal

>

b

to smell

vﬂ&y

to wrestle

3

yogurt

4

raw

J

rice

bl 53/ Uil &

to row

J

juice

Sy /3w

cream

¢S

to collect

WL A6

to be full up, have had enough (to eat)

L

chess

il g,

spicy

player/athlete

to shoot

to dislike

shack bar
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sailing boat

Iy

to sail

L'/(d/lr“ /"f

horse riding

W g § s

self-service

programme

swimming

series

seat

to sit

gardening

butter

Juo 6 W

dining hall, dining room

b

toy(s)

S

spinach

4

sport

v Lz

to jump

Ly ety KJ//@M

stadium

vegetables

-~

Jlsl

voice

to knit

N

soup

(2

sweet

L’bl/(flé K o

dish of the day

}:;f./gu;

menu of the day
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to dive

to fish/fishing

to cross

UV uks

track suit

IS g Lty uss

sport shoe, trainers

U'C—Lf/

to meet (someone)

o Lo S s

tip (for waiter/waitress)

o o S

to do gymnastics

L’/:{}, =l

to have a chat

C/

entertainment

Ly

vegetarian dishes

o 4

to lose

folk music

to suggest

starter (on menu)

jugglery/performance

to walk

soft

meat cutlet (boneless)

grapes

T flour

sour

drum

to throw
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46 | competition

7> | office

/1 & [to pay

~% | mince meat

J-s [ magazine

43 | newspaper

[ 7 | stuff, things
in’( pull

dew | spectator

Customs and festivals in Urdu-speaking countries/communities

=€ Us% | bouquet of flowers

./ 52 |to light/switch on

i L€ [to sing

oS el [ to get, to receive

i 22 to thank

v =45 [to invite

272 | fast/fasting

J»*, [Ramadan (fasting month)

W 57 [to celebrate

¢% ¢t | public holiday

A7 | festival

LS L fireworks/bangers

t42 4 |to look forward to
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v

flying kite

Ul

guest

e

host

ke

present

new moon night

Eid prayer

Friday prayer

show

candle

religious

fried chapaati

Eid-ul fiter

Eid-ul adha

New Year’s Day

Eid mela/ fair

Muslim

Sikh

Hindu

Christian

to decorate

QLS YW A

religious poem

i

sacrifice

Soxt

Jew

celebration/occasion
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birthday

street procession

Wb es A

St Valentine’s Day

&

mosque

#s

ablution

v

Christmas

Jsr K uf/ /4

Holy (colours festival)

M § UsFas | Ygs

Diwali (festival of lights)

S <olf

to worship

tS s

to pray

3.5.3.2 Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Home, town, neighbourhood and region

NI SN eSY

traffic light

oS

to offer

b S

offer

ks ot e A

to try on (clothes)

~lols

pharmacy/chemist

JZ Tl

apparatus, appliance

¢S S

to tidy (up)

S8l &

to spend (money)

v S

to turn/switch off

l’{:/?c*{filu/df

sale

v &

sold out
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ks § du

baker’s

-

2y

oven

L'/Jy/vgi

to have a bath

SELY

bathtub

A

farm house/hut

v

“

farm/field

&I

branch

e le30s

tree

b
J

G4

mountain

Ve

3

picture

JA

flower

o

to fry

bridge

SeAu/ sk

library

ok § Ul

book shop

PtV Q / /}f ols

pavement

o

roof

£

electricity

i

blanket

Lol

distance

YL

hall

Ao

cathedral/church

u:%.‘b/!‘jgg/;&?

police station

room
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=

building

€29 /0

own

()

to wash

L'/d/l,t}

to shop

U:;”” /d/; d/d/i,k/.

shopping basket

Jv

dress

Vi

noise

23
54

to wrap (up)

i & /s

inhabitant/ resident

o S &‘

shop for electrical goods

J» &

ground floor

floor, storey

bed/cot

factory

ticket (eg for bus)

ventilator

museum

b et /S

butcher’s shop

(W2

river

ok ¥

hairdresser’s

J/

floor

L i; J,g:,

pedestrian

ve

fork

g €U

gas cooker

Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 63



http://aqa.org.uk/8648

building

region, area

reasonable

Z00

monkey

loin/tiger

elephant

~
ey

household

b dis $2F

hedge

il LS sl § -

helmet

i

cooker, stove

uf/bf’ (_i:ld'.c_,u;fiﬁ

high rise block of flats

Sz | hill
o6 S/ =i |jewelers
L ¢y /1w 9 | broken

L5EwS 2

till, cash point

e J”/“’/gﬁ/u% JU’/',,Z ¥

department store

S 1E | e

horse-carriage

ot S U

clothes shop

ol

to ring (bell)

L’L‘nf@/ 0193

to knock (door)

vy o

to cook

S § sl

book shelf

o6 e

confectioner’s
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pillow

free of charge

crossroads

customer

shopkeeper

shop

ey

countryside/village

2 B

landscape

U6 $Casr i) S,

grocer’s

e de

to empty

/v

to lay, to put

light

to deliver

spoon

15"

to mow

SIS

meal time

N

facilities

market place

wall

knife

sitting room/lounge

rent

to rent, to hire

A

microwave/ electric oven
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J?’L//"r

motor bike

e A

going home

2Kl A

upstairs

2 Ul LT._)} Jé

downstairs

neighbour

Ve

city

S dis AL d_/—"/’

bedside cabinet

oV {éé'/:g O u’é;

emergency exit

Uk Sr

green grocer’s

tf(.’iLLUm;:/Q}r;

order

LS s

parking place

Gy /1y

plant

;GJJ

bathroom

£

place

/e

price

¢S il

to clean

dr‘; /,gu

receipt

el

distance

ue

lock

Ainez i

terraced house

2l

sheet

208 S E

escalator

G-

thing, stuff

street
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K S 7

fast railway

T Kby J%/:L

shop window

Uy 4_%/0:‘.' NG

to queue

de

key

d/l)l

cupboard

ot § Ul /8 2

stationery/book shop

V3

drawer

J‘%’/;«;&/ JSb

special offer

&

41152

mirror

U € &

play ground

Sk FSE o L7

outskirts of a town

o

to reduce

01

to put, to place (upright)

cup

teaspoon

plate

carpet

towel

table cloth

pan

stairs

tower

ARG & L L

underground train, tube

1 4

surrounded by
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Sk {)j Byl

surrounding area

S S

to move (house)

curtain

24

shrub

ok

vase

S osh

wood, forest

0193

door

Yol / s

light

S F

wash basin

LSl gud

meadow

SIS 2

conservatory

ed

small garden

&

K4

bud

H 1A

garden

bungalow

Social issues

L’/ ( s

to lose weight

S

vein

,gJ‘LJLU:CJ&;/

old people's home

g

anonymous

S

breath

P74 /L(p b A

to give up

SN i

to stop
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&7

foreigner

Y

to warn

ot S ENd A

drunk, intoxicated

J/’/)

exercise

Ur

unconscious

Lse U2 Sor

consciousness

S

cough

us

blood

Car U

to be sick, to break

ZdE

drug

o Z gz e E

drug dealer

Sk '

drug addict

Z

"

immigrant

vt oS T

to relax

J/f 10

food, nutrition

sl U%

First Aid

s

| am fine, well/not well

by

fat/obese

te/ i 3z

fatty

Ly LuE ST

fire brigade

=& e

voluntarily

volunteer

broken

healthy
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health

s

weight

O

to win

Usls

equality

oL fe

to hold, to keep

6 Ao

colour of the skin

L'/'/ 4

to help

Js

heart

Nl /34

help

7

helpless

b U eI L

to be in form/in (good) shape

<6 63/ o

hospital

Sk

illness

b A

cancer

£ %

liver

o

stomach

‘jiu A

medicine

sympathy

prize

race

care

Uls d_/'/ﬁaf,g»’ J’)

racist

advice
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G oS

to smoke

uF

peace, tranquility

U LG o

damaging, harmful

__;,ﬁ]‘ )

pain, ache

Uy Jf}{f“/ 303

to have ...ache

ey

worry

oS s 6 U

to care for, to look after

VERY s

to donate

L& L

injection/vaccination

to die

=k

addiction/habit

02 K JJ

heart attack

L Ee s

animal shelter

dead

feeling ill/sick

accident

snake

traffic accident

to be/get injured

injury

to hurt

charity

guilty

charity work
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b 2% @is Ul s

to put on weight

Global issues

IS

rubbish, waste

¥

rubbish bin, litter bin

UIPs K $6/ uﬁfdﬁ

poisonous/exhaust fumes

=/

respect, esteem

Y

to attack

%K 3

waste paper

Loy / v8l

to grow

s <

unemployed

-/

poor

il

justice

L6 U3

to threaten

Sk 2

beggar

d}@f

population

N8

daily

debt, loan

fuel

thief

discrimination

S

lonely

b@“f 78

to dispose of (waste, refuse)

l’jd;/ =5

to freeze to death
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f/:/u KJ?’V

bicycle track/lane

i 18 Sy

to flee

s & ol

3

refugee

Jir

usage

dangerous

society

cruelty

violent/severe/intense

to heat

Fay:

outside

p;

mosquitoes

b 2 ks

to have no fixed abode

LS

coal

P

power station

&

war

man-made/synthetic material

noise

life

air

air pollution

need

homeless

earthquake

ruéof

publicly
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n!n(‘54u?/()b>

victim

v ot 7 S D e

hole in the ozone layer

SEFTES g6

ozone layer

to waste

rich

polluted

clean

oxygen

acid rain

to damage, to harm

flood

harmful

skin (fruit), peel (potato)

dirty

to protect

weak

ét’l?{&fbcfu(f@zr

solar energy

Lo ﬁ/l =

income support

g Sy

council flat

oS ez I SE

to save, to conserve

by

strong

L'/’/ S %,

to steal

L’aﬁ'rfén&'”"/,

greenhouse effect/global warming

SAToslJ et

over-populated
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g2 Lo

ultra-violet rays

Jsl

environment

wulsd L L sl

environmentally hostile

AL s

environmentally friendly

3} 1/[7/

to support

G A/ LA

to hit/kill

=f /&7

consumption

(Z

crime

7

criminal

Sy dl/;’ /2 s Z &/).,’J’/b

means of transport

d /ol S ol

packaging

cS S il

to pollute

(b SC

to disappear

A

to drive out, to expel

oS = s 2

hydroelectric power

g

water pollution

(4,}..«@?;’

to throw away

worldwide

to destroy

home, house

Travel and tourism

Uae 2los

to leave, to depart

w2/

S

to collect, to pick up
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3

to arrive

Asia

excursion

to fill in

foreign country

view

to alight, get off (bus)

platform

known

A s L un®

to sightsee, to visit

W7/

to stay

"",”J

map

fu/Gy

boat

N TR

letter box

oy i

postage stamp

b

castle

Ldie s

campsite

b,f/ d”’/

Saudi Arabia

u/gj_iuf}’u

double room

Uy Ay

to get in/on

S L LS 4

single room

vl

to stamp/validate a ticket

=B A

memory

4

to experience
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;‘«:,b//u{

reduction

Iz d/,«/’/&’yd*/ di} Li//g

ferry

e LF S

ticket machine

By F o

ticket office

fare

bicycle hire

journey

flight

airport

plane

dark clouds

A

camera

Ul G4

luggage

oy

Greece

L//’ Yyl

to travel around

F €Uz

youth hostel

g:% /&rjl

suitcase

T

cologne, scent

S

coast

JKA

Sea

(u

Rome

[?

&

Dubai

i

England

68 e S

emergency exit
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by 2/

opening times

12

local

[(92]

-

river

o st 17 S6

breakdown

Jls

passenger

b Al

travel inn

e

ks

Pakistan

b

5;///}"

journey, trip

to travel

Uls L//’

traveller

S

traveller’s cheque

s p

travel bag

Jr

destination

I

France

A e

direction

0732

round trip, tour

India

locker

castle, palace

lake

Ve

canal

0 Ut G

sea sick

J5 £ &,

worth seeing

Sr€23§ st

tourist attraction, sight
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& Fe

safety belt, seat belt

C,E"V‘_;}W)

to sunbathe

mU?L(}/&uJZy/r‘

sunburn

G ds o £ & LW

dining car, restaurant car (train)

V}i/’)!l/’ﬂ K /v:

stroll through town,tour

AU

traffic jam

J/‘;/JL/

beach

g S

road map

¢SS

to look for, search

S sae

crossing (sea)

LF A el

to stay overnight

=50 sl (o/) }"

B&B

oS S

to cross (road, sea)

Ua 25 K/'“

to change (means of transport)

Ue Z

on the way

R

holiday

L‘/l}( o8y

to spend (time)

e

to miss

/..7.?’/4)

delay

rlb';‘l J'[/ l/{.’

full board

L'/'//Lb';‘i

to wait (for)

waiting room (eg station)

away

way, path
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Vst 2l 4 Vs

to leave, to travel away

L-ngu://

to leave, to go away

o S

to travel on

LY 23

again

d’{/lu

departure

B

caravan

g

tent

3.5.3.3 Current and future study and employment

My studies

&l;ll /s

teacher (m/f)

5

subject

G J.ﬁ Py )

foreign language

b g2

fair, just

ol A

clever, intelligent

W/ Loy

to teach

F gl F ke

head teacher, principal

g

lesson

W/ et b

unfair

Life at school/college

very good

satisfactory, fair

sufficient
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(KL'/J’f

fail

N7 G e

extremely poor, inadequate

Sl K L0 S

school leaving certificate

J S

pencil sharpener

-2

answer

to get dressed

activity

to pay attention

to get up

w S /%

to wake up

R

exchange

Vad's

present

Je

example

Lo 6/ UL

to pass (exam/test)

Q/JULJP'/W%L(K

to skip work, to play truant

-l

mathematics

g7

last/final

¥

success

¥

successful

L'&Lf/t/é“/‘“

to explain

0 ok /o

to tell, to narrate

[

lazy

Ao 2

to be missing, absent

Jz

holidays
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=

hard working

Jir

question

oS ey e

to ask

) /J}ﬁl

school

W J/uy

to found

,./M/J:C! ‘jiff.’/d/’{,

primary school

$z A

English

i N S5 ] Sk

secondary school

N

to copy

A E

shirt

B

trousers

,u,o/dﬁuﬁjp

boarding school

174

Arabic

fﬁ

pen

Jv

dress/costume

future

0 e [0S

to correct

JSE

pupil

SIS o 7

laboratory

D/K 2 X1

staff room

(L L)z

ruler

(74 j/

to paint

Bkl L s

lunch break

d

orally
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to have a detention

grade

religious education

break

to chat, to talk

exam

G ot

to shave

=z o//

class room

S i

to calculate, to do sums

2l

Urdu

.@/t’

history

scarf

L Ck

to put on make-up

v 0

written

g

student/students

e €

playground

U

book

#

page

P

Uag b / S

sewing

b

(ot

to sit down

l’//(ugu /Ul

to repeat

b

language

.

scissors

a& ol F

black/white board
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eSS 5

to practise

J‘J/:/f/

exercise

S S A

changing room

2y ;/".'.(

to get changed, change clothes

Gy ) ey

to read/study

L'/{/’/tnfu/

to write

b &1/ &

assembly

=

to understand

oSS

to try

by

to choose

L2y A

to have a wash

o

to know

=3/ 8%

dictionary

tj/. K Slo =ity

toothbrush

e $ S Sl e

toothpaste

vt {/‘7

to draw

&/{/ d/d)cl

school report

[

to listen

Education post-16

Uls 4.“)_ &;;/»f{'./b

apprentice, trainee

sy LU e

A-level equivalent

a1

work experience

_f}.}/cg./“g(((

job training
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Lo ¥

vacancy

w,;;w“/cwéé&;,ﬁ@

careers adviser

d/ﬁ/r(/ 2y

profession/career

by =P s

to apply for

U'b/ | &P

application

&

letter

o

boss

¢S et

to decide

3

7

experience

RS

education

S §¥

driving licence

Cr

opportunity

WS KA S

colleague

course

ks Jl}

curriculum vitae (CV)

o SC i § ¥

apprenticeship

-

al?

wage

F e

minimum wage

v | e

advice

o € £ by

term

Ll LGy

university place

dee

G

studies

b /0

to earn
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Jobs, career choices and ambitions

,')U.

employee

pIvals)

pharmacist

by O (K

work hours

e

det

baker

A

building/construction worker

oS

to build

ol

farmer

(i S

civil servant

el | $SY

job, occupation

(to be) in work

to be busy

to decide

to own

owner

payment

postman

office

6Ly

to fulfill

Uy U JT

fire fighter

YR

butcher

v/ 1%

hairdresser

oI

all day

Ul L/(}VL

gardener

o

al}z

salary
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4 }L../f

housewife

B E

outside, in the open air

8/ 2

career

e ¥/ KK

singer

Ui./": [ UG

chef, cook

J/

nurse

Uls é.l)g S

lorry driver

Uls L/&)lﬁ’/dzu £

painter, decorator

=

goldsmith

S /Jg

parish priest, vicar

e

soldier

3

policeman

Wy Ly 36/

pensioner

JK0

actor

S o i L

shift work

W/ oS o

to look for, to search

SRy L Zui 4

part time job

'@/l?

date

oy

carpenter

Ko ui' uK;

shop assistant

L/(K =3

full time work

;f;/"'l“& Z (K

job interview

Wall

wish
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3.5.4 Theme based vocabulary (Higher Tier)

3.5.4.1 |dentity and culture

Me, my family and friends

single child

independent

curly hair

to look after

nationality

acquaintance

guardian

youth

adult, grown up

adolescence

jealous

to raise (family)

conceited

wife’s brother/sister

personality

2 G 57 A

same-sex marriage/partnership

S U I

generous

S i

bachelor, virgin

g U8

lively/jolly

Ml 7

to suffer

Sov

(to be a) minor, under legal age

;,;1?

smile
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st f

elderly

Sy

differences

Jz S

socialising

JSFE

to break up

S

to reconcile

z
d/,CJ (Glasl

marriage life

Sl o &

arranged marriage

L’/ L}} 3

to console

Coe 7

to get angry

arrogant

sincere

willingness

dowry

property/asset

<y

heir

o ue

misunderstanding

Sa

disgracefulness

Ak

outgoing/friendly

FF 8

selfish

= L

life partner

Gpled)S?

sex/gender (m/f)

husband and wife

friends/colleagues

brother-in-law (sister’s husband)
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sister-in-law (husbands’ sister)

I

in-laws

Sal¥1 558

self-confident, self-assured

wedding (ceremony)

faithful, loyal

fiancé(e)

divorced

relationships

*JG’ 2 Z’/"

relations/relatives

L’/'/ /f 73

to forgive

bt S ik

(to be) of age

tw o7

to become astonished

/p’“ JG'

reliable

L/'//")ﬂ

to doubt

Technology and everyday life

S 1Je1 25

applications

ué/u

users

settings

< UB Jale

exchange of ideas

s u“‘gtb

safety measures

bt

informative

sk

invention/innovation

&.U S

social network/media
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£, Ji= &1 | to stay in contact

Free time activities

i P18 5% |to record

SEPT exciting

3& »/ | mountain climbing

Uk | tourist

S | gorilla

0 e 6T to begin

o 1 ez tiring

7

JUV | exhibition

oS - &7 |leisure activities

e S 15785 2 | poetrylpoetry reading

el goose

A& violin

7 417 |thrilling

4/ | role/character

g4 | acting

$#s | romantic

= .t | celebrity

Jis | horror

A= &1 | high standard

¥ /161 | entertaining

$A | flute
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a(J&Ju

gym

a3

to lay the table

Fod®

pen friendship

Uiy UEJ'

subtitle

R

stroll

Eo 4

surprise/unexpected

U4 uﬁj

subtitle

K28

automatic

G ey

fun, enjoyment

Customs and festivals in Urdu-speaking countries/communities

-

event

s ol

hospitality

U

procession

ST ¢y

Independence day

g

child birth ceremony (tonsuring)

S ST

fireworks

henna ceremony

clarion (music)

oy

wedding procession

s

after wedding ceremony

ol

invitation

L (57

to adorn

b{g ul/“ ek

recitation of holy Quran

92 Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration



http://aqa.org.uk/8648

AQA GCSE Urdu 8648. GCSE exams June 2019 onwards. Version 1.1 August 2026

G 4

Eid melad ul Nabi

S

pre-dawn meal before fasting

S

meal (breaking a fast)

ik

present (to superior)

preaching

el 2

night of blessings

S A

to entertain

=

condolences

Uy olgf'/ fit v

to grieve

3.5.4.2 Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Home, town, neighbourhood and region

o K Siskl 0 23

storeroom

ul;‘}?l’

fire place

é 7l Lgd/’i

cutlery

s

well (water well)

Firg

one way street

<6

attack

Ju?w/(u» S

capital city

Ik S1y

surrounding areas

st | T

appliance

ol &

roomy, spacious

g LGF

crockery

.

s

cellar
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green area, park

inhabitants

island

L

possibilities

S f(;

public transport

7 JLV

to be skint

faulty

discount

cul-de-sac

(savings) bank

part of the town

district, part of the town

monument

drinks

goods, things bought

harbour, port

staircase

/Ké../)/%.

in vain

oS3 P

move, moving (house)

M U s ik

sky-scraper

Social issues

S £ e 7

teetotal

L‘/ /Lji

to be dependant on
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Salsss Ut 4 ujl/

breathing difficulties

& =2k

somebody in need

L’/*K’“/’

to commit, to perpetrate

b s A 6

to vandalise

oSS P

to move about

B el L Lo usiy B

advice centre for drug addicts

KV CRY SNy

honorary, voluntarily

3.8 [ i

biological

S

to breathe in

=

integration

P, 1y

violence

Giolf

alcoholism

e

intoxication

Ubsde L

fatal ilinesses

g/ él.)

brain

0 hJ

alive

anorexic

J/j /1%

food

Uy

nourishment

G/Z.JJ/V";JJ

racial prejudice,racism

Lolb

impurity

v} dﬂlf

to witness

;Lﬁ! /57,.3'9. / ,.::

drug, narcotic

L 1

to damage, to harm
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J’.’u]b“ S/ g

criminal offence, act

L'/'/u;l;

to co-operate/support

Cd a3 ol s e % 02

overdose

L

overweight

G 4 oS sy

to avoid

Global issues

deforestation

poisonous gases/fumes

needy

fertiliser

industrial

e lala/ S0,

equality

db 5

draught

L’/’/é/ .”/'//l/b/

waste disposal

S /e f

poverty

K Kufﬂ/@_

hostel for homeless people

developed

to exceed

L'/’/ 2397

to pollute

u’z(]u <

unemployment

e

lead free

CU U Je1 s s

to recycle

> JL’:’i

used
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v | strike

helpless

prosperity

resources

> [ terrorism

immigrant, refugee

Travel and tourism

dl’:)//} /(}.L.

souvenir, memento

o5

to have a look at something

United Kingdom

stay

information

AERVATS 1

car rental

S S [0S e

to hurry

G ose £

to accompany

v Gud

to confirm

I e S

Lake Saif ul Malook

Gi/dl} < / &Ké}

steam boat

i S

hotel reception

AT

to discover

Sk /)

to remember

&3>

Middle East

[l

unknown
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. ‘
.

journey

brochure, leaflet

accommodation

(j"j./,J{Jl/

connection

Py Qb € sl

tourist information office

Ciss s (/

customs

dses / ug: o 47

extra charge, surcharge

3.5.4.3 Current and future study and employment

My studies

Ka o Ll@a o

language assistant

b

study

-

W

¢

chemistry

e Qe

extra-curricular activities

physics

Life at school/college

caretaker

choice

pronunciation

to be answerable

to fail (exam/test)

to enquire

result, outcome
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4l

corridor

QEIU

achievement

Y

mathematics

-

By 7

adult education

time table

to play truant

punishment

-

higher education

Education post-16

G Lo

to enroll

[ £ el ey &

technical college

27

home economics

Al S0

compulsory subject

r5 0 foe

social studies, politics

U™ A

optional subject

ﬁw SAsk

business studies, economics

ol

politics

Gy 123

agricultural

Jobs, career choices and ambitions

/AT

employer

vl

meeting, gathering

concern
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SN S e §S

to sack someone

o et [0S B

to arrange

KL

partner/colleague

T* Pl ] e 0l

rewarding

fulltime, part-time

income

u@rzw/vfd/

to recruit, to employ

=~

annual

-

6.7

appointment
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4 Scheme of assessment

Find past papers and mark schemes, and sample papers for new courses, on our website at
aqa.org.uk/pastpapers

This specification is designed to be taken over two years.

This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, learners must complete all
assessments at the end of the course and in the same series.

GCSE exams and certification for this specification are available for the first time in May/June 2019
and then every May/June for the life of the specification.

All materials are available in English only.
Our GCSE exams in Urdu include questions that allow learners to demonstrate their ability to:

» draw together their knowledge, skills and understanding from across the full course of study
+ provide extended responses.

4.1 Aims and learning outcomes

Courses based on this specification should encourage students to develop their ability and
ambition to communicate with native speakers in speech and writing. The study of Urdu should
also broaden their horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and
develop new ways of seeing the world.

Courses based on this specification must encourage learners to:

+ develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy

+ express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently

+ listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed

» deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary to increase
their independent use and understanding of extended language in a range of contexts

* acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and
respond to authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged as appropriate,
including literary texts

+ develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where Urdu is spoken

» make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper
learning, where the language may become a medium for constructing and applying
knowledge

» develop language learning skills both for immediate use and prepare them for further
language study in school, higher education or employment

» develop language strategies, including repair strategies.
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4.2 Assessment objectives

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Urdu
specifications and all exam boards.

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.

» AO1: Listening — understand and respond to different types of spoken language.
+ AO2: Speaking — communicate and interact effectively in speech.

* AO3: Reading — understand and respond to different types of written language.
+ AO4: Writing — communicate in writing.

4.2.1 Assessment objective weightings for GCSE Urdu

4.2.1.1 Foundation and Higher Tiers

AO1 (Listening) 25 25
AO2 (Speaking) 25 25
AQO3 (Reading) 25 25
AO4 (Writing) 25 25
Overall weighting of 100
components

4.3 Assessment weightings

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components.
Learners’ final marks will be calculated by adding together the scaled marks for each component.
Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled marks are
shown in the table below.

4.3.1 Foundation Tier

Paper 1 (Listening) 40 x3/2 60
Paper 2 (Speaking) 60 x1 60
Paper 3 (Reading) 60 x1 60
Paper 4 (Writing) 50 x6/5 60

Total scaled mark: 240
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4.3.2 Higher Tier

Paper 1 (Listening) 50 X6/5 60
Paper 2 (Speaking) 60 x1 60
Paper 3 (Reading) 60 x1 60
Paper 4 (Writing) 60 x1 60

Total scaled mark: 240

4.4 Paper 1: Listening

Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skKills.

25% of the marks
Foundation Tier 40 marks; 35 minutes (including 5 minutes' reading time)
Higher Tier 50 marks; 45 minutes (including 5 minutes' reading time)

» The test will be studio recorded using native speakers speaking in clearly articulated,
standard speech at near normal speed.

* The recording will be provided to schools and colleges in an appropriate audio format at the
same time as the dispatch of the question papers.

» Different types of spoken language will be used, using familiar language across a range of
contemporary and cultural themes.

» Students will be given five minutes’ reading time at the beginning of the test to give them time
to read the questions.

* An example will be provided in the question paper only where it is necessary to indicate to
students how a particular question should be answered.

» Each item will be heard twice and pauses for students to answer will be built into the test.

» Students will be allowed to make notes at any time during the test.

* Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.

4.4.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

In Section A, students’ understanding of spoken language will be tested by a range of question
types in English, requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English. In Section B, students’
comprehension will be tested by a range of question types in Urdu, requiring non-verbal responses
or responses in Urdu. The tests will contain some items which are common to both tiers.

The responses will be assessed according to a detailed mark scheme; the appropriate mark(s) will
be awarded if the student has satisfactorily communicated his or her understanding, even though
the response may contain some errors in the quality of language used.

The test at both tiers will consist of a variety of short and longer spoken pieces of language,
involving some more complex language later in the test, which will not place an undue burden on
memory at any time.

Students will be required to identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions from
items such as announcements, short conversations, instructions, news bulletins and telephone
messages, together with some material which will be longer and will include reference to the
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relationship between past, present and future events. These items will include authentic sources,
suitably adapted and abridged. They will also be required to deduce meaning from more abstract
material, including short narratives. They will hear more extended spoken text where they will
recognise and respond to key information, themes and ideas by answering questions, extracting
information and evaluating and drawing conclusions.

4.5 Paper 2: Speaking

Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

A window of up to five weeks will be timetabled for the test, during which schools/colleges will be
free to test their students at any time. The window will be timetabled to run in April and May. The
teacher may open the speaking test materials up to three working days in advance of the first day
of the specified test period in order to prepare for conducting the tests. The Teacher’s booklet will
contain a Speaking test sequence chart which will show which Role-play and Photo card each
student must be allocated and which themes will be covered in the General conversation part of
the test.

Detailed instructions for the teacher will be issued prior to the test period. Online training will also
be available to ensure teachers are wholly familiar with the requirements and format of the tests.

The confidentiality of the test materials must be strictly maintained prior to and during the period of
the tests.

Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test or the supervised preparation
time.

Instructions for the test are in English. All questions are in Urdu.

Students will be allowed to make notes, on an Additional answer sheet, during their supervised
preparation time and take them into the exam room to use during the test. There is no restriction
on the number of words or the material (eg conjugated verbs) which the notes may contain. They
must hand the notes in to the teacher-examiner immediately before the general conversation part
of the test. The notes must be stored under secure conditions until results day, after which they
must be disposed of.

The test is conducted and audio-recorded by the teacher and marked by an AQA examiner.

4.5.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

60 marks

Foundation Tier: students will attend one session of 7—9 minutes (and supervised preparation time
of 12 minutes).

Higher Tier: students will attend one session of 10—-12 minutes (and supervised preparation time of
12 minutes).

The format of the test will be the same for each tier and will consist of three parts.

4.5.1.1 Role-play (15 marks)

Based on a stimulus card, to be prepared by the student immediately before the test during their
preparation time. Students will carry out one role-playing situation (approximately two minutes at
Foundation Tier and two minutes at Higher Tier).
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The Role-play card will allow students to answer questions and convey information, using and
adapting language for new purposes. Students will respond to unexpected questions and use
repair strategies to sustain communication. They will also ask a question.

4.5.1.2 Photo card (15 marks)

Based on a stimulus card, to be prepared by the student immediately before the test in the
supervised preparation time. Students will discuss one Photo card (approximately two minutes at
Foundation Tier and three minutes at Higher Tier). Teachers will ask five prescribed questions
based on the Photo card. Three of these five questions will be printed on the student’s card.

4.5.1.3 General conversation (30 marks)

The teacher will conduct a conversation based on the two themes which have not been covered on
the Photo card (between three and five minutes at Foundation Tier and five and seven at Higher
Tier). A similar amount of time should be spent on each theme. The student will choose the first
theme; the second theme is the remaining theme which has not been covered in the Photo card
part of the test. This ensures that aspects of all three themes are covered in the Speaking test.

The general conversation allows the student to take part in a conversation, asking and answering
questions and exchanging opinions. The student will also convey information and narrate events
coherently and confidently and use and adapt language for new purposes. They will be able to
speak spontaneously, responding to unexpected questions, points of view or situations and sustain
communication by using repair strategies. They will initiate and develop conversations and
discussion to produce extended sequences of speech. They will make creative and more complex
use of language, as appropriate, to express and justify their own thoughts and points of view.

All three parts of the test will allow students to demonstrate appropriate and accurate use of a
variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, with
reference to past, present and future events. They will also allow students to use accurate
pronunciation and intonation so as to be understood by a native speaker.

See the Speaking test assessment criteria.

4.6 Paper 3: Reading

Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks
Foundation Tier 60 marks; 45 minutes
Higher Tier 60 marks; 1 hour

+ Different types of written language will be used, including relevant personal communication,
public information and factual and literary texts.

* An example will be provided in the question paper only where it is necessary to indicate to
students how a particular question should be answered.

* Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.

4.6.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

In Section A, students’ understanding of written language will be tested by a range of question
types in English, requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English. In Section B, students’
comprehension will be tested by a range of question types in Urdu, requiring non-verbal responses
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or responses in Urdu. In Section C, there will be a translation from Urdu into English (a minimum of
35 words at Foundation Tier and 50 words at Higher Tier). The tests will contain some items which
are common to both tiers.

Responses will be assessed according to a detailed mark scheme; the appropriate mark(s) will be
awarded if the student has satisfactorily communicated his or her understanding, even though the
response may contain some errors in the quality of language used.

The test will consist of a variety of short and longer written texts, involving some more complex
language later in the test. Students will be required to identify the overall message, key points,
details and opinions from items such as instructions, public notices and advertisements, together
with some material which will be longer, such as extracts from brochures, guides, letters,
newspapers, magazines, literary texts, email and websites. These will include reference to the
relationship between past, present and future events. These items will include authentic sources,
suitably adapted and abridged. Literary texts will include a mix of contemporary and historical
sources.

Students will also be required to deduce meaning from a variety of written texts, including some
unfamiliar language and short narratives. They will be presented with longer texts where they will
be required to recognise and respond to key information, themes and ideas. They will demonstrate
understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and present relevant
details. They will draw inferences and recognise implicit meaning.

4.7 Paper 4: Writing

Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

* Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.
» Allinstructions are in English. All questions are in Urdu.

4.7.1 Foundation Tier

50 marks; 1 hour

Students are required to write in Urdu.

4.7.1.1 Question 1 (8 marks)

A message which demonstrates students’ ability to write short sentences using familiar language in
a familiar context.

4.7.1.2 Question 2 (16 marks)

A short passage which demonstrates students’ ability to write a short text, using simple sentences
and familiar language accurately, to convey meaning and exchange information. Students are
expected to write approximately 40 words but, provided the tasks set are completed, the
number of words is not important.

4.7.1.3 Question 3 (10 marks)

A translation from English into Urdu, requiring a minimum of 35 words. This demonstrates
students’ ability to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of
language and structures.
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4.7.1.4 Question 4 (16 marks)

A structured writing task which demonstrates students’ ability to produce clear and coherent text of
extended length, to present facts and express ideas and opinions. They also make accurate use of
a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, to
describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events. They are required to
manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary, using
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 90 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 4.1 or 4.2. This
question is common to Higher Tier Question 1.

4.7.2 Higher Tier

60 marks; 1 hour 15 minutes

Students are required to write in Urdu.

4.7.2.1 Question 1 (16 marks)

A structured writing task which demonstrates students’ ability to produce clear and coherent text of
extended length, to present facts and express ideas and opinions. They also make accurate use of
a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, to
describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events. They are required to
manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary, using
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 90 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 1.1 or 1.2. This
question is common to Foundation Tier Question 4.

4.7.2.2 Question 2 (32 marks)

An open-ended writing task which demonstrates their ability to make independent, creative and
more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to note down key points, express and justify
individual thoughts and points of view, in order to interest, inform or convince. They should use
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 150 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 2.1 or 2.2.

4.7.2.3 Question 3 (12 marks)

A translation from English into Urdu, requiring a minimum of 50 words. This demonstrates
students’ ability to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of
language and structures.

See the Writing test assessment criteria.
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4.8 Assessment criteria

4.8.1 Listening

See the mark scheme published each year for details of how marks are awarded for this question
paper.

4.8.2 Speaking

Marks will be allocated in the following way at both Foundation and Higher Tier:

Role-play 10 5 15
Photo card 15 15
Conversation (10 10 5 5 30
Total 35 5 10 5 5 60

4.8.2.1 Foundation Tier

4.8.2.1.1 Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)

There are five tasks for the Role-play, each of which will be awarded up to 2 marks for
communication. There will then be an overall assessment of the student’s knowledge and use of
language in the Role-play. Up to 5 marks will be available for this assessment.

For each task:

2 The message is conveyed without ambiguity.

1 The message is partially conveyed or conveyed with some ambiguity.
0 No part of the message is conveyed.

Notes

(a) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

(b) Where students are required to give two responses or details in one task, failure to convey an
unambiguous message in reply to one of them means that the message is partially conveyed and
one mark is awarded.

(c) The tasks on the Candidate’s card and the notes in the Teacher’s Booklet clearly explain how
much detail the student is expected to give per task. However, some students may still go beyond
the minimum requirement of the task. When this happens, as soon as the task is accomplished,
any further incorrect information given by the student is ignored for assessment purposes, for both
communication and for knowledge and use of language.

For the Role-play overall:
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5 Very good knowledge and use of language.
4 Good knowledge and use of language.

3 Reasonable knowledge and use of language.
2 Limited knowledge and use of language.

1 Poor knowledge and use of language.

0 No language produced is worthy of credit.

4.8.2.1.2 Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)

The student’s responses to the five questions are assessed for communication only, as specified in
the criteria below.

5 13-15 The speaker replies to all questions clearly and develops most
answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

4 10-12 The speaker replies to all or nearly all questions clearly and
develops some answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

3 7-9 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions and
develops at least one answer. He/she gives an opinion.

2 4-6 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions but
they may be short and/or repetitive.

1 1-3 The speaker replies to some questions but the answers are likely to
be short and/or repetitive.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

(a) At least one question on each Photo card asks students to give and explain an opinion.

(b) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

4.8.2.1.3 Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)

The General conversation is based on the two themes not covered in the Photo card. At
Foundation Tier, the conversation should last between three and five minutes. It is assessed for
communication, range and accuracy of language, pronunciation and intonation and spontaneity
and fluency, as specified in the criteria below.

A zero score for communication means that the mark in the other three categories must also be
zero but, apart from that, the communication mark does not limit the marks in the other categories.
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4.8.2.1.3.1 Communication

5 9-10 A speaker who usually gives quite short responses but occasionally
gives extended responses. Occasionally narrates events briefly
when asked to do so. Usually gives clear information but lacks clarity
from time to time. Gives opinions, some of which are explained.

4 7-8 A speaker who tends to give quite short responses, but with
occasional attempts at longer responses. He/she has only limited
success in narrating events. There may be a few occasions when
he/she is unable to answer successfully or where responses are
very unclear. Gives opinions.

3 5-6 A speaker who gives short responses. Attempts at longer responses
or at narrating events require an effort of concentration to be
understood and some responses may be unintelligible. Gives at
least one opinion.

2 34 A speaker who is able only to give very short responses. Any
attempts at slightly longer responses or at narrating events tend to
be very unclear or even unintelligible. There may be occasions
where the speaker is unable to respond.

1 1-2 A speaker who is able to communicate very little, either because
most of the time he/she is unable to respond, and/or because most
of what is said is unintelligible.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

Students are required to ask the teacher/examiner a question in the general conversation section
of the speaking test. Students who do not fulfil this requirement will incur a deduction of 1 mark
from their mark for communication in this section. For example, a student who would have received
8 marks out of 10 for communication, had he/she asked a question, will actually receive a final
mark of 7. There is no impact on the marks awarded for the other categories for the general
conversation.

4.8.2.1.3.2 Range and accuracy of language

5 9-10 Generally good language which involves mainly simple linguistic
structures and vocabulary, with some repetition, but with attempts to
use more complex linguistic structures and more varied vocabulary.
There is some success in making reference to past and future, as
well as present, events. Although there may be errors they do not
generally impede comprehension.

4 7-8 Reasonable language which uses simple structures and vocabulary
and may be repetitive at times. Any attempts to make reference to
past or future events may have only limited success. There may be
frequent errors, which may occasionally impede communication.
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Basic language which uses simple structures and vocabulary and
may often be repetitive. There is little or no success in making
reference to past or future events. There are likely to be frequent
errors, which sometimes impede communication.

Limited language which uses very simple structures and vocabulary
and is likely to be repetitive. There is little or no success in making
reference to past or future events. There are likely to be frequent
errors which regularly impede communication.

Very poor language which may show little understanding of how the
language works. There are likely to be errors in the vast majority of
sentences, or there may be so little said that it is impossible to make
a judgement.

The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

4.8.2.1.3.3 Pronunciation and intonation

5 5 Generally good but some inconsistency at times.

4 4 Pronunciation generally understandable with some intonation.
Pronunciation is understandable, with a little intonation, but
comprehension is sometimes delayed.

2 2 Pronunciation very anglicised with almost no intonation, making
comprehension difficult at times.

1 1 Pronunciation is only just understandable making comprehension
difficult.

0 0 Pronunciation and intonation do not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

4.8.2.1.3.4 Spontaneity and fluency

Generally good exchange in which the speaker shows some
spontaneity, but also relies on pre-learnt responses. Sometimes
hesitates and may not be able to respond to some questions.

Reasonable exchange in which the speaker shows a little
spontaneity, but much of what is said involves pre-learnt responses.
The flow is often broken by hesitation and delivery can be quite slow
at times.

Basic exchange in which the speaker shows little or no spontaneity
and relies heavily on pre-learnt responses. The flow is broken by
hesitations, some of them long, and delivery is quite slow.
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2 2 Limited exchange in which the speaker may show no spontaneity
and all successful responses may be pre-learnt. Hesitates
frequently, and often at length, before answering questions. Slow
delivery means that the conversation lacks any flow.

1 1 Poor exchange in which the speaker hesitates at length before
answering most questions, which makes the conversation very
disjointed. Often cannot answer questions, while at other times there
may be pre-learnt responses.

0 0 Spontaneity and fluency do not meet the standard required for Level
1 at this tier.

Notes

Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification. If
they are then able to respond to the question successfully, this will not have a negative impact on
the overall mark, unless it happens regularly and affects fluency.

4.8.2.2 Higher Tier

4.8.2.2.1 Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)

There are five tasks for the role-play, each of which will be awarded up to 2 marks for
communication. There will then be an overall assessment of the student’s knowledge and use of
language in the role-play. Up to 5 marks will be available for this assessment.

For each task:

2 The message is conveyed without ambiguity.

1 The message is partially conveyed or conveyed with some ambiguity.
0 No part of the message is conveyed.

Notes

(a) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

(b) Where students are required to give two responses or details in one task, failure to convey an
unambiguous message in reply to one of them means that the message is partially conveyed and
one mark is awarded.

(c) The tasks on the Candidate’s card and the notes in the Teacher’s Booklet clearly explain how
much detail the student is expected to give per task. However, some students may still go beyond
the minimum requirement of the task. When this happens, as soon as the task is accomplished,
any further incorrect information given by the student is ignored for assessment purposes, for both
communication and for knowledge and use of language.

For the Role-play overall:

5 Very good knowledge and use of language.
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4 Good knowledge and use of language.

3 Reasonable knowledge and use of language.
2 Limited knowledge and use of language.

1 Poor knowledge and use of language.

0 No language produced is worthy of credit.

4.8.2.2.2 Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)

The student’s responses to the five questions are assessed for communication only, as specified in
the criteria below.

5 13-15 The speaker replies to all questions clearly and develops most
answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

4 10-12 The speaker replies to all or nearly all questions clearly and
develops some answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

3 7-9 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions and
develops at least one answer. He/she gives an opinion.

2 4-6 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions but
they may be short and/or repetitive.

1 1-3 The speaker replies to some questions but the answers are likely to
be short and/or repetitive.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

(a) At least one question on each Photo card asks students to give and explain an opinion.

(b) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

4.8.2.2.3 Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)

The general conversation is based on the two themes not covered in the Photo card. At Higher
Tier, the conversation should last between five and seven minutes. It is assessed for
communication, range and accuracy of language, pronunciation and intonation and spontaneity
and fluency, as specified in the criteria below.

A zero score for communication means that the mark in the other three categories must also be
zero but, apart from that, the communication mark does not limit the marks in the other categories.
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4.8.2.2.3.1 Communication

5 9-10 A speaker who consistently develops responses in extended
sequences of speech. Narrates events coherently when asked to do
so. Conveys information clearly at all times, giving and explaining
opinions convincingly.

4 7-8 A speaker who regularly develops responses in extended
sequences of speech. Usually narrates events when asked to do so.
Almost always conveys information clearly, giving and explaining
opinions.

3 5-6 A speaker who develops some responses in extended sequences of
speech. Sometimes narrates events when asked to do so. Usually
conveys information clearly, giving and often explaining opinions.

2 34 A speaker who usually gives quite short responses but occasionally
gives extended responses. Occasionally narrates events briefly
when asked to do so. Usually gives clear information but lacks clarity
from time to time. Gives opinions, some of which are explained.

1 1-2 A speaker who tends to give quite short responses, but with
occasional attempts at longer responses. He/she has only limited
success in narrating events. There may be a few occasions when
he/she is unable to answer successfully or where responses are
very unclear. Gives opinions.

0 0 Communication does not reach the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

Students are required to ask the teacher/examiner a question in the general conversation section
of the speaking test. Students who do not fulfil this requirement will incur a deduction of 1 mark
from their mark for communication in this section. For example, a student who would have received
8 marks out of 10 for communication, had he/she asked a question, will actually receive a final
mark of 7. There is no impact on the marks awarded for the other categories for the general
conversation.

4.8.2.2.3.2 Range and accuracy of language

5 9-10 Excellent language with a wide variety of linguistic structures and a
wide range of vocabulary. References to past and future, as well as
present, events are made confidently. There are few minor errors
and other errors occur when complex structures and/or vocabulary
are attempted.

4 7-8 Very good language with some variety of linguistic structures and a
range of vocabulary. References to past and future, as well as

present, events are generally successful. Any errors are only minor
or occur when complex structures and/or vocabulary are attempted.
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Good language with some attempts at more complex structures
which are usually successful. References to past and future, as well
as present, events are made and are sometimes successful. There
may be minor errors and occasional more serious ones, but they do
not generally impede comprehension.

Generally good language which involves mainly simple linguistic
structures and vocabulary, with some repetition, but with attempts to
use more complex linguistic structures and more varied vocabulary.
There is some success in making reference to past and future, as
well as present, events. Although there may be errors they do not
generally impede comprehension.

Reasonable language which uses simple structures and vocabulary
and may be repetitive at times. Any attempts to make reference to
past or future events may have only limited success. There may be
frequent errors, which may occasionally impede communication.

The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

4.8.2.2.3.3 Pronunciation a

nd intonation

5 5 Consistently good pronunciation and intonation throughout.

4 4 Good pronunciation and intonation with only occasional lapses.
Generally good but with some inconsistency in more challenging
language.

2 2 Generally good but some inconsistency at times.

1 1 Pronunciation generally understandable with some intonation.

0 0 Pronunciation and intonation do not reach the standard required for

Level 1 at this tier.

4.8.2.2.3.4 Spontaneity and fluency

Excellent exchange in which the speaker reacts naturally to the
questions asked and has an air of spontaneity. Responds promptly
and speaks with some fluency, though not necessarily with that of a
native speaker.

Very good exchange in which the speaker usually reacts naturally to
the questions asked and is often spontaneous. Usually responds
promptly and there is some flow of language.

Good exchange in which the speaker sometimes reacts naturally to
the questions asked, but may at times rely on pre-learnt responses.
There may be some hesitation before a reply but the delivery
generally has a reasonable pace.
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Level Mark Spontaneity and fluency

2 2 Generally good exchange in which the speaker shows some
spontaneity, but also relies on pre-learnt responses. Sometimes
hesitates and may not be able to respond to some questions.

1 1 Reasonable exchange in which the speaker shows a little
spontaneity, but much of what is said involves pre-learnt responses.
The flow is often broken by hesitation and delivery can be quite slow
at times.

0 0 Spontaneity and fluency do not reach the standard required for Level
1 at this tier.

Notes

Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification. If
they are then able to respond to the question successfully, this will not have a negative impact on
the overall mark, unless it happens regularly and affects fluency.

4.8.3 Reading

See the mark scheme published each year for details of how marks are awarded for this question
paper.

4.8.4 Writing

4.8.4.1 Foundation Tier

Marks will be allocated in the following way at Foundation Tier:

Communication Content Quality of Conveying Application  Total
ELZLTED[ key of
WETELES grammatical

knowledge

of language

EL

structures
Question1 |8 8
Question 2 10 6 16
Question 3 5 5 10
Question 4 10 6 16
Total 8 20 12 5 5 50

4.8.4.1.1 Question 1 (8 marks)

Students are required to write four sentences. Each sentence is marked according to the following
criteria.

Communication

2 The relevant message is clearly communicated.
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1 The message is relevant but has some ambiguity and causes a delay in
communication.

0 The message is irrelevant or cannot be understood.

4.8.4.1.2 Question 2 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (10 marks) and quality of language

(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 40

words over the whole question. The number of words is approximate; examiners will mark all work
produced by the student.

4.8.4.1.2.1 Content

5 9-10 A full coverage of the required information. Communication is clear.

4 7-8 A good coverage of the required information. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses.

3 5-6 A reasonable coverage of the required information. Communication
is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.

2 34 A partial coverage of the required information. Communication is
sometimes clear but there are instances where messages are not
conveyed.

1 1-2 A minimal coverage of the required information. Communication is

often not clear and there may be frequent instances where
messages are not conveyed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

4.8.4.1.2.2 Quality of language

3 5-6 Uses a variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
structures. Generally accurate.

2 34 Vocabulary and grammatical structures generally appropriate to the
task, with some attempt at variety. More accurate than inaccurate.

1 1-2 Vocabulary and structures used may be limited, repetitive or
inappropriate. There may be frequent errors.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language, but apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.
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4.8.4.1.3 Question 3 (10 marks)

The translation is assessed for conveying key messages (5 marks) and application of grammatical
knowledge of language and structures (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. When awarding
the marks, the student’s response across all five sentences should be considered as a whole.

4.8.4.1.3.1 Conveying key messages

5 5 All key messages are conveyed.

4 4 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.
3 3 Most key messages are conveyed.

2 2 Some key messages are conveyed.

1 1 Few key messages are conveyed.

0 0 No key messages are conveyed.

4.8.4.1.3.2 Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

5 5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.

4 4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate
than inaccurate.

2 2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally
inaccurate.

1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly
inaccurate.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for

Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for application
of grammatical knowledge of language and structures, but apart from that, the conveying key
messages mark does not limit the mark for application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.

4.8.4.1.4 Question 4 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (10 marks) and quality of language
(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 90
words over the whole question. The number of words expected is approximate; examiners will
mark all work produced by the student.
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4.8.4.1.4.1 Content

5 9-10 A very good response covering all aspects of the
task.Communication is clear and a lot of information is conveyed.
Opinions are expressed.

4 7-8 A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of
information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

3 5-6 A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task.
Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.
Some information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.

2 34 A basic response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is sometimes clear but there are instances where
messages break down. Little information is conveyed. An opinion is
expressed.

1 1-2 A limited response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is often not clear and there may be frequent
instances where messages break down. Very little information is
conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the four compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where
the other criteria are met.

4.8.4.1.4.2 Quality of language

3 5-6 A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to three time frames,
which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more
serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The
style and register are appropriate.

2 3—4 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references
to at least two different time frames, although these may not always
be successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate.
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The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language. Apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.

4.8.4.2 Higher Tier

Marks will be allocated in the following way at Higher Tier:

Question 1 |10 6 16
Question 2 |15 12 5 32
Question 3 6 6 12
Total 25 6 12 5 6 6 60

4.8.4.2.1 Question 1 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (10 marks) and quality of language
(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 90
words over the whole question. The number of words expected is approximate; examiners will
mark all work produced by the student.

4.8.4.2.1.1 Content

9-10

A very good response covering all aspects of the task.
Communication is clear and a lot of information is conveyed.
Opinions are expressed.

A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of
information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task.
Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.
Some information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.

120 Visit aga.org.uk/8648 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration



http://aqa.org.uk/8648

2 3—4 A basic response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is sometimes clear but there are instances where
messages break down. Little information is conveyed. An opinion is
expressed.

1 1-2 A limited response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is often not clear and there may be frequent
instances where messages break down. Very little information is
conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the four compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where
the other criteria are met.

4.8.4.2.1.2 Quality of language

3 5-6 A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to three time frames,
which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more
serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The
style and register are appropriate.

2 34 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references
to at least two different time frames, although these may not always
be successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate.

1 1-2 The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes
(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language. Apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.
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4.8.4.2.2 Question 2 (32 marks)

There are two compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (15 marks), range of language (12
marks) and accuracy (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to
produce approximately 150 words over the whole question. The number of words expected is
approximate; examiners will mark all work produced by the student.

4.8.4.2.2.1 Content

5 13-15

An excellent response which is fully relevant and detailed, conveying
a lot of information. Communication is clear with little or no
ambiguity. Opinions are expressed and justified.

4 10-12

A very good response which is almost always relevant and which
conveys a lot of information. Communication is mostly clear but
there are a few ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and justified.

A good response which is generally relevant with quite a lot of
information conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are
some ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and may be justified.

A reasonable response with some relevant information conveyed.
Communication is sometimes clear but there may be instances
where messages break down. An opinion is expressed.

A basic response which conveys a limited amount of relevant
information. Communication may not be clear and there are
instances where messages break down. An opinion may be
expressed.

The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the two compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of both bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where

the other criteria are met.

4.8.4.2.2.2 Range of language

4 10-12

Very good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More
complex sentences are handled with confidence, producing a fluent
piece of coherent writing. The style and register are appropriate.

Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More
complex sentences are regularly attempted and are mostly
successful, producing a mainly fluent piece of coherent writing with
occasional lapses. The style and register are appropriate.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Longer
sentences are attempted, using appropriate linking words, often
successfully. The style and register may not always be appropriate.
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1 1-3 Little variety of appropriate vocabulary. Structures likely to be short
and simple. Little or no awareness of style and register.

0 0 The range of language produced does not meet the standard
required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for range of language. Apart from
that, the content mark does not limit the mark for range of language.

4.8.4.2.2.3 Accuracy

5 5 Accurate, although there may be a few errors especially in attempts
at more complex structures. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4 4 Generally accurate. Some minor errors. Occasional major errors,
usually in attempts at more complex structures. Verbs and tense
formations are nearly always correct.

3 3 Reasonably accurate. There are likely to be minor errors and there
may be some major errors, not only in complex structures. Verb and
tense formations are usually correct.

2 2 More accurate than inaccurate. The intended meaning is generally
clear. Verb and tense formations are sometimes correct.

1 1 There may be major errors and frequent minor ones, and the
intended meaning is not always clear. There is only limited success
with verb and tense formations.

0 0 The accuracy does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for accuracy. Apart from that,
the content mark does not limit the mark for accuracy.

4.8.4.2.3 Question 3 (12 marks)

The translation is assessed for conveying key messages (6 marks) and application of grammatical
knowledge of language and structures (6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. When awarding
the marks the student’s response across the passage will be considered as a whole.

4.8.4.2.3.1 Conveying key messages

6 6 All key messages are conveyed.
5 5 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.
4 4 Most key messages are conveyed.
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3 3 Some key messages are conveyed.

2 2 Few key messages are conveyed.

1 1 Very few key messages are conveyed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

4.8.4.2.3.2 Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

6 6 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and structures; virtually faultless.

5 5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.

4 4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate
than inaccurate.

2 2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally
inaccurate.

1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly
inaccurate.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for application
of grammatical knowledge of language and structures, but apart from that, the conveying key
messages mark does not limit the mark for application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.
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5 General administration

You can find information about all aspects of administration, as well as all the forms you need, at
aga.org.uk/examsadmin

5.1 Entries and codes

You only need to make one entry for each qualification — this will cover all the question papers,
non-exam assessment and certification.

Every specification is given a national discount (classification) code by the Department for
Education (DfE), which indicates its subject area.

If a learner takes two specifications with the same discount code:

+ further and higher education providers are likely to take the view that they have only
achieved one of the two qualifications

» only one of them will be counted for the purpose of the School and College Performance
tables — the DfE's rules on 'early entry' will determine which one.

Please check this before your learners start their course.

AQA GCSE in Urdu Foundation 8648F TBC
Tier
Higher Tier 8648H TBC

This specification complies with:

« Ofqual General conditions of recognition that apply to all regulated qualifications
+ Ofqual GCSE qualification level conditions that apply to all GCSEs

» Ofqual GCSE subiject level conditions that apply to all GCSEs in this subject
 all other relevant regulatory documents.

The Ofqual qualification accreditation number (QAN) is 603/1119/8.

5.2 Overlaps with other qualifications

There are no overlaps with any other AQA qualifications at this level.

5.3 Awarding grades and reporting results

The qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 1 to 9 — where 9 is the best grade.

A student taking Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 1 to 5.
Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade 1 will be recorded as U (unclassified)
and will not receive a qualification certificate.
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A student taking Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 4 to 9. A
student sitting the Higher tier who just fails to achieve grade 4 will be awarded an allowed grade 3.
Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for the allowed grade 3 will be recorded as U
(unclassified) and will not receive a qualification certificate.

5.4 Resits and shelf life

Learners can resit the qualification as many times as they wish, within the shelf life of the
qualification.

5.5 Previous learning and prerequisites

There are no previous learning requirements. Any requirements for entry to a course based on this
specification are at the discretion of schools and colleges.

5.6 Access to assessment: diversity and inclusion

General qualifications are designed to prepare learners for a wide range of occupations and further
study. Therefore our qualifications must assess a wide range of competences.

The subject criteria have been assessed to see if any of the skills or knowledge required present
any possible difficulty to any learners, whatever their ethnic background, religion, sex, age,
disability or sexuality. Tests of specific competences were only included if they were important to
the subject.

As members of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) we participate in the production of the
JCQ document Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and Vocational
qualifications. We follow these guidelines when assessing the needs of individual learners who
may require an access arrangement or reasonable adjustment. This document is published at

jcq.org.uk

Learners with disabilities and special needs

We're required by the Equality Act 2010 to make reasonable adjustments to remove or lessen any
disadvantage that affects a disabled learner.

We can make arrangements for disabled learners and learners with special needs to help them
access the assessments, as long as the competences being tested aren't changed. Access
arrangements must be agreed before the assessment. For example, a Braille paper would be a
reasonable adjustment for a Braille reader.

To arrange access arrangements or reasonable adjustments, you can apply using the online
service at aga.org.uk/eaga

Special consideration

We can give special consideration to learners who have been disadvantaged at the time of the
assessment through no fault of their own — for example a temporary iliness, injury or serious
problem such as family bereavement. We can only do this after the assessment.

Your exams officer should apply online for special consideration at aga.org.uk/eaqa
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For more information and advice visit aga.org.uk/access or email
accessarrangementsqueries@aqa.org.uk

5.7 Working with AQA for the first time

If your school or college hasn't previously offered our specifications, you need to register as an
AQA centre. Find out how at aga.org.uk/becomeacentre

5.8 Private candidates

This specification is available to private candidates.

A private candidate is someone who enters for exams through an AQA approved school or college
but is not enrolled as a learner there.

A private candidate may be self-taught, home schooled or have private tuition, either with a tutor or
through a distance learning organisation. They must be based in the UK.

If you have any queries as a private candidate, you can:

+ speak to the exams officer at the school or college where you intend to take your exams
 visit our website at aga.org.uk/privatecandidates
* email privatecandidates@aqa.org.uk
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Realising potential

Get help and support

Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aga.org.uk/8648

You can talk directly to the Urdu subject team:
E: mfl@aga.org.uk
T: 01423 534 381

aga.org.uk
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