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A-level
BIBLICAL HEBREW
Paper 1  Translation, Comprehension and Composition

Monday 20 May 2024	 Afternoon	 Time allowed: 3 hours 
Materials
For this paper you must have:
l	 the Source Booklet.
Instructions
l	 Use black ink or black ball-point pen.
l	 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page.
l	� Answer all questions in Section A, all questions in Section B and all questions 

in Section C.
l	� You must answer the questions in the spaces provided.  Do not write outside 

the box around each page or on blank pages.
l	� If you need extra space for your answer(s), use the lined pages at the end of 

this book.  Write the question number against your answer(s).
l	� Do all rough work in this book.  Cross through any work you do not want to be marked.
Information
l	 The marks for each question are shown in brackets.
l	 The maximum mark for this paper is 150.
l	 You must not use a dictionary.
l	� All answers must be written in English, with the following exceptions: roots, individual Hebrew letters 

and short quotes from the text, if the Biblical Hebrew is necessary for a complete illustration of the 
answer.  Answers in Biblical Hebrew must be written using the ‘block’ system.

l	� A high level of accuracy in written English is required at this level, and accurate spelling and 
punctuation are important.  Transliteration of Biblical Hebrew words is only acceptable for proper 
nouns – all other words must be translated into English.

l	 This paper is divided into three sections:
		  Section A 	 Unseen prose translation, comprehension and pointing	 50 marks
		  Section B 	 Unseen poetry translation and comprehension	 50 marks
		  Section C 	 Composition	 50 marks

For Examiner’s Use
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	 Please write clearly in block capitals.

Centre number Candidate number
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	 Forename(s) 	 __________________________________________________________________________
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Section A – Unseen Prose Translation, Comprehension and Pointing 
 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

0 1 	 Translate Passage 1 from the Source Booklet into English.
[20 marks]

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
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0 2 		  Read Passage 2 in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions in 
English.

0 2 . 1 		  What danger did Samson encounter, and what enabled him to respond to that 
danger? (line 2)

[2 marks]
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 2 		  Name the two things Samson found. (line 6)
[2 marks]

 
1 _______________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
2 _______________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 3 		  What custom is described? (line 9)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________
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0 2 . 4 		  a)  How does Samson challenge his wedding guests? (line 11)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

				    b)  Give the terms of the challenge. (lines 11–13)
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 5 		  What threat do the wedding guests make to Samson’s wife? (line 18)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 6 		  At what time of day do the men of the city speak up? (line 24)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 7 	_  What answer do the guests give to Samson? (line 25)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 8 	 What metaphor does Samson use in part of his reply to the guests? (lines 25–26)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 continues on the next page
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0 2 . 9 		  a)  What is the first thing Samson does? (line 28)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

				    b)  What is Samson’s mood? (line 28)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 1 0_ Why is the participle used in  ג ?(line 2) שֹֹׁאֵ֖
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 1 1_ What is the root of  ים ?(line 10)  מֵרֵעִ֔
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 1 2_ What is the grammatical form of  אָחֽוּדָה  (line 11)?
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
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0 2 . 1 3	 a)  �What is the root of both  הַגֵֵּ֣ד  (line 11) and  יד ?(line 13)  לְהַגִִּ֣
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

	 b)  �What is the grammatical form of  הַגֵֵּ֣ד  (line 11)?
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

	 c)  �What is the grammatical form of  יד ?(line 13)  לְהַגִִּ֣
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 1 4	 What is the meaning of the word and explain the purpose of ‘מ’ in
	 a)  ֙אֹכֵל ?(line 15)  מֵהָֽ

[2 marks]
 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

	 b)  ל ?(line 15)  מַאֲכָ֔
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 2 . 1 5_ What is the grammatical function of the ‘ה’ in ּנו ?(line 19)  הַלְיׇרְשֵֵׁ֕
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
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0 3 	 Point the following passage.  You do not need to point the Divine Name.

	 From II Samuel 24:17–18
[5 marks]

ויאמר דוד אל־יי בראתו את־המלאך

המכה בעם ויאמר הנה אנכי חטאתי

ואנכי העויתי ואלה הצאן מה עשו תהי

נא ידך בי ובבית אבי :

ויבא־גד אל־דוד ביום ההוא
____
50
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Section B – Unseen Poetry Translation and Comprehension 
 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

0 4 	 Translate Passage 4 from the Source Booklet into English.
[25 marks]

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
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0 5 		  Read Passage 5 in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions in 
English.

0 5 . 1 		  List the four contrasts given in (lines 1–3).
[4 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 2 		  What does G-d say he is doing and what will happen as a consequence?   
(lines 7–8)

[2 marks]
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 3 		  Identify one of the two things G-d says he will do. (line 10)
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
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0 5 . 4 		  What are the three things that G-d says will not happen?  (lines 11–13)
[3 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 5 		  What two things are compared?  (line 15)
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 6 		  Who will use what to the full? (line 16)
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5 continues on the next page
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0 5 . 7 		  Explain why kamatz is the vowel under the מ of 

 5 

 
05.07  a) What pointing would you expect under the מ of  
  
חוּ    ?(line 2) יִשְׂמָ֖
 
 b) Explain why kamatz is the vowel instead.  
 
           [2 marks] 
 
נּוּ 05.08     (line 3) יָרֹ֖
 
a) Explain why the first vowel is a kamatz 
 
 b) Explain why there is a dagesh in the ‘נ’  
            

[2 marks] 
  
 
05.09  Give the conjugation / binyan / stem of:  
 
ם   (line 4) וְהִנַּחְתֶּ֨
           [1 mark] 
 
05.10 Explain the uses of both the dots in  
 
הּ   (line 10) וְעַמָּ֥
 
 
           [2 marks] 
 
05.11 Give the roots and the root meanings for 
 
 5.11.1 – (line 19) יִרְע֣וּ 

עוּ   5.11.2 – (line 20) יָרֵ֧
 
 
 
           [4 marks] 
 
 

 
  

[25 marks] 
 

  (line 2).
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 8 	_  נּוּ (line 3)  יָרֹ֖

	 a)  Explain why the first vowel is a kamatz.
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  

	 b)  Explain why there is a dagesh in the ‘נ’.
[1 mark]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  

0 5 . 9 		  Give the conjugation/binyan/stem and root of 

 5 

 
05.07  a) What pointing would you expect under the מ of  
  
חוּ    ?(line 2) יִשְׂמָ֖
 
 b) Explain why kamatz is the vowel instead.  
 
           [2 marks] 
 
נּוּ 05.08     (line 3) יָרֹ֖
 
a) Explain why the first vowel is a kamatz 
 
 b) Explain why there is a dagesh in the ‘נ’  
            

[2 marks] 
  
 
05.09  Give the conjugation / binyan / stem of:  
 
ם   (line 4) וְהִנַּחְתֶּ֨
           [1 mark] 
 
05.10 Explain the uses of both the dots in  
 
הּ   (line 10) וְעַמָּ֥
 
 
           [2 marks] 
 
05.11 Give the roots and the root meanings for 
 
 5.11.1 – (line 19) יִרְע֣וּ 

עוּ   5.11.2 – (line 20) יָרֵ֧
 
 
 
           [4 marks] 
 
 

 
  

[25 marks] 
 

 (line 4).
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
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0 5 . 1 0_ Explain the uses of the dot in the  מ  and  ה  of  ועמה  (line 10).
[2 marks]

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ מ
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________ ה  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 1 1	 Give the root and the root meaning for:

	 a)  

 5 

 
05.07  a) What pointing would you expect under the מ of  
  
חוּ    ?(line 2) יִשְׂמָ֖
 
 b) Explain why kamatz is the vowel instead.  
 
           [2 marks] 
 
נּוּ 05.08     (line 3) יָרֹ֖
 
a) Explain why the first vowel is a kamatz 
 
 b) Explain why there is a dagesh in the ‘נ’  
            

[2 marks] 
  
 
05.09  Give the conjugation / binyan / stem of:  
 
ם   (line 4) וְהִנַּחְתֶּ֨
           [1 mark] 
 
05.10 Explain the uses of both the dots in  
 
הּ   (line 10) וְעַמָּ֥
 
 
           [2 marks] 
 
05.11 Give the roots and the root meanings for 
 
 5.11.1 – (line 19) יִרְע֣וּ 

עוּ   5.11.2 – (line 20) יָרֵ֧
 
 
 
           [4 marks] 
 
 

 
  

[25 marks] 
 

  (line 19).
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

b)  

 5 

 
05.07  a) What pointing would you expect under the מ of  
  
חוּ    ?(line 2) יִשְׂמָ֖
 
 b) Explain why kamatz is the vowel instead.  
 
           [2 marks] 
 
נּוּ 05.08     (line 3) יָרֹ֖
 
a) Explain why the first vowel is a kamatz 
 
 b) Explain why there is a dagesh in the ‘נ’  
            

[2 marks] 
  
 
05.09  Give the conjugation / binyan / stem of:  
 
ם   (line 4) וְהִנַּחְתֶּ֨
           [1 mark] 
 
05.10 Explain the uses of both the dots in  
 
הּ   (line 10) וְעַמָּ֥
 
 
           [2 marks] 
 
05.11 Give the roots and the root meanings for 
 
 5.11.1 – (line 19) יִרְע֣וּ 

עוּ   5.11.2 – (line 20) יָרֵ֧
 
 
 
           [4 marks] 
 
 

 
  

[25 marks] 
 

  (line 20).
[2 marks]

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

____
50
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Section C – Composition 
 

Answer the question in the space provided.

0 6 	 Translate Passage 6 from the Source Booklet into pointed Biblical Hebrew.

	 Answers in Biblical Hebrew must be written using the ‘block’ system.
[50 marks]

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
___________________________________________________________________________________

____
50
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There are no questions printed on this page
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