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Summary

Areas where students excelled

e Students demonstrated excellent geographical knowledge and understanding of a range
of places and environments, with clear evidence of students making use of local examples.

e Students generally remembered their case studies, in some cases in great detail.

e Students are continuing to improve their interpretation and analysis of a wide range of
sources, including text, graphs, maps and photographs.

e Answers to skills-based questions, both geographical and mathematical, were generally
accurate, with the exception of calculating a percentage (see comment below).

e Students were clearly prepared to ‘have a go’ at everything they were asked to do. Few
questions were left unanswered. This helped many to accumulate marks and achieve a
creditable final score.

o A key feature of work from students operating at the higher end of the mark range was
their ability to not rely on a pre-learned answer, but instead to organise and apply
information to the specific demands of the question being asked.

Areas where students struggled

e Locational knowledge was often lacking. Few could locate their chosen country on the
world map.

e Many had difficulty decoding questions and thus responding to the commands,
particularly when it came to re-ordering their knowledge to answer AO3-targeted
extended-writing questions. Thiswas noticeably the case in the 9-mark questions 1.11 and
2.9.

e The mathematical skill of calculating a percentage increase remains very difficult for many
students.

e Students still need to make greater use of figures, particularly where the command is
“Using figure x... and your own understanding”. Too often, students repeat text and
information in an unselective way, and / or ignore source material in favour of their own
knowledge, notably in questions 1.5 and 3.4. Simply repeating case study information is
knowledge (AO1) and cannot gain credit in this style of question.
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Point marked questions

1-,2- and 3-mark questions are point marked, where a mark may be awarded where a student
makes a single point and subsequent marks awarded (if applicable) where the student develops
those points.

Levels marked questions

4-,6- and 9-mark questions are levels marked where the response is holistically marked against
the relevant assessment objectives, given a level and mark awarded within that level.

Assessment Objectives (AOs)
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments, and different scales
(15%).

AO2: Demonstrate Geographical understanding of concepts and how they are used in relation to
places, environments and processes and interrelationships between places, environments, and
processes (25%).

AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical
information and issues to make judgements (35%, including 10% applied to fieldwork
context(s)).

AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues
and communicate findings (25%, including 5% used to respond to fieldwork data and
context(s)).
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Point marked questions

Multiple choice questions - MCQs

Areas of success

e Simple direct mathematical skills such as question 1.2 were completed accurately.

e The use of grid references to locate features was competently demonstrated in question
1.6, and the measurement of straight-line distance required in question 1.8, was done
accurately by the majority of students.

e Observational elements, such as the interpretation of the choropleth map, Figure 7, in
question 2.2 were also largely accurate.

e Annotations at the side of answers suggest many students have adopted an approach of
eliminating the incorrect statements to find the correct one to good effect.

Areas of challenge

e Studentsstill clearly struggle to orientate a map in relation to a photograph, which led to
question 1.7 being the most frequently incorrect MCQ.
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Short answer questions - 1, 2 and 3 mark questions

These questions are point marked and can assess a variety of combinations of
assessment objectives.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

Higher-scoring students executed skills (AO4) relating to graphs and charts well. This applies to
both completion e.g. question 1.1, question 2.3, questions 4.1/5.1/6.1 and description of
trends questions 4.3/5.3/6.3, where data and dates were used well.

Many students were familiar with ‘outline’ asa command and could expand well on an initial point
to gain the 2nd or 3rd mark, for instance in questions 1.9, 2.8,4.4/5.4/6.4. In this type of question
an elaborated reason or explanation is required to gain full marks.

Mathematical skills (AO4) were demonstrated well in some cases e.g. the median in question 2.1
was calculated correctly.

Knowledge of terms and processes helped successful students to gain marks e.g. question 1.9.
They were conversant with key geographical terminology and able to use it in the right context.

This also applied to understanding (AO2) e.g. questions 4.4/5.4/6.4 where students could show
easily that they knew how processes operated.

Similarly, where application of knowledge and understanding to a source (AO3) was required e.g.
in question 2.8, where two newspaper headlines were provided, good answers showed the ability
to develop and articulate a sequence to link students’ understanding to the information given.

The example of question 1.9 below shows how a simple point which is clearly developed earns 2
marks:

, Outline one problem caused by dereliction in cities.

[2 marks] |
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Likewise, in question 2.8 below it can be seen how there is a clear sequence and linked points to
gain 3 marks:

' [072]./8] outiine how globalisation has caused economic change in the UK.

Use Figure 10 and your own understanding.
[3 marks]

figue (0 Shows how the Uk doubled prfits in
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Communications , trade and mainly , the intemet.

A clear sequence of linked points is shown in this response to question 6.4, also awarded 3 marks:

06 =,_z| Outline the link between increasing economic development and rising energy

consumption.
[3 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

The most obvious limitation was when students simply didn’t read the question carefully e.g.
giving pull factors rather than push in question 1.3, or calculating the mean instead of the median
in question 2.1.

A lack of terminology meant that answers were improvised such as question 1.9 where it was
clear when students did not know what the word ‘derelict’ meant in an urban geography context.
Similarly, unfamiliarity with the term ‘regional’ in question 2.6, which should be a vital scalar
geographical concept, meant students were unable to gain marks.

Some mathematical skills remain a challenge for many students. In question 3.1, they lost 2
marks for an inability to calculate percentage change, despite some quite involved (incorrect)
working and manipulation of the data.

Lower scoring answers didn’t move beyond the information provided e.g. in question 2.8, which
suggests they did not have the ability to apply understanding to information (AO3) seen in
stronger answers.

For example, here in question 1.9, the student doesn’t respond to the ‘outline’ command and
simply makes statements which aren’t developed for 1 mark:

'_ 01 Ii QOutline one problem caused by dereliction in cities. ’K
[2 marks]

Meney hecessary o overcon Wk,
i i

Nt aestheiic Yor appealu g
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In this response to question 2.8 where it seems the term ‘globalisation’ is unfamiliar, the student
does little beyond repeating the question and slightly adapting the language in the figure, thus
gaining only 1 mark:

0] 2].] 8] outiine how globalisation has caused economic change in the UK.

Use Figure 10 and your own understanding.
[3 marks]

Groaimacion  wa>  SOmmed  Lcoancenic Cocngyr

N kna il os ‘A Q-.&u..rt_ o Prvocas

\ilea Qnr_md:r ace "ﬁul‘j P Aouon - AS
th.q.__uh.__-a_mm_'as_n.ﬂ_m_ Un-\a& to -

A leranre {.nu_ntra: [TLLNY 2% t.h.n;j 3&

mn:\b Qrﬂ‘n .

© 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 90f29



Levels marked questions

4-mark questions

These questions have two levels of response and can assess a variety of combinations of
assessment objectives.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

Question 1.10 (A02/A03) The best answers made good use of the figure in question 1.10 and
showed understanding of how the scheme worked (AO2), then linking it to the opportunities
provided (AO3) to address the question. In some cases they linked the example of the Holbeck
Viaduct Project provided in the question to their own studies such as the landscaping of the
Olympic Park, which often provided effective AO2 support.

Question 2.7 (AO1/A02) Case studies were similarly used effectively to support and illustrate
answers to show understanding (AO2) in question 2.7, most commonly Shellin Nigeria or Unilever
in India.

The example below for question 1.10 shows clear application of understanding to Figure 5, which
is then developed to show opportunities and is illustrated with reference to an example. It was
awarded full marks without the final sentence, which adds little:

0| Suggest how urban greening can create oppordunities in UK cities,

Usa Figure 5 and your own undarstanding
[4 marks]
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The following answer to question 2.7 showed good understanding of process in human
geography, clearly linked to the effects on a country. It was awarded Level 2, 4 marks:

IF 2 ] T' Explain how manufacturing industry can stimulate economic development in your
chosan counlry,
[4 marks)
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This contrasting answer to question 2.7 also gains Level 2, 4 marks, showing understanding
through the application of a case study. The response demonstrates clear and specific knowledge
of a chosen country, Nigeria (AO1), and understanding of the process of economic development

through manufacturing industry (AO2)

0|2 ]lll Explain how manufacturing industry can stimulate aconomic devaelopmant in your
chosen counltry.
[4 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

In question 1.10, answers which relied entirely on students’ own understanding of urban
greening, often based on a recital of a learned example, were clearly only addressing part of the
question requirement and thus limited the marks awarded. In AO2/ AO3 questions students are
assessed on their ability to apply understanding. Resources are provided to support assessment,
so application of understanding to the Figure is vital.

Some answers merely stated changes due to urban greening and did not develop points, which
limited them to Level 1 because of a lack of clarity. On the other hand, some made grandiose
assertions such as the huge impact a replanted railway line would have on mitigating climate change
and which showed little substance.

Some answers were simplistic in reaching for ‘jobs / money / tourism / tax income’ as the ‘catch all’
opportunities of human geography and therefore these rarely linked to any discernible feature of
urban greening.

An example of the latter can be seen below for question 2.7 which was awarded Level 1, 1 mark.
However, it should also be pointed out that this approach of ‘having a go’ does receive some limited
credit and enables students to accumulate marks and achieve a reasonable overall score:

(02 T Explain how manufacturing industry can stimulate economic development in your
chosen couniry.

[4 marks]
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6-mark questions

These questions have three levels of response and can assess a variety of
combinations of assessment objectives such as AO2 & AO3.

It is worth bearing in mind that the four 6 mark questions have a higher overall tariff than the two
9 mark questions, which have sometimes been the focus of many teachers’ attentions. It would
have a significant impact on marks overall to improve performance on some of the 6 mark
questions.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

Questions 1.5, 2.4 and 3.4 (AO2/A03). The best answers applied understanding to the Figures
effectively when responding to questions 1.5, 2.4, 3.4.

They also showed good understanding (AO2) by using their own examples such as Rio de Janeiro
and Lagos to support and extend beyond the information given as stimulus in the Figure. There
were some strong answers, showing well thought out reasoning, such as in question 1.5, relating
low income or more urgent priorities for the government to the issues of constantly increasing
populations of informal settlements.

There was some excellent geography shown such as in question 2.4 where some of the very best
answers moved beyond the link requested to explain causal feedback loops between
development and migration.

Questions 4.4, 5.5 and 6.5 (AO1/A02). In the best answers the exemplar knowledge deployed
was excellent. Candidates clearly recognised this as a different style of question, necessitating
AO1 knowledge and AO2 understanding as it asked a direct question about an example without
need to refer to a Figure.

© 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 14 of 29



AO1/AO2 questions:

The following answer shows a typical generic response to question 4.5, awarded Level 2,4 marks.
The answer shows some clear knowledge and understanding of the advantages and
disadvantages of a large scale agricultural scheme with a link to the nature of the development.
However the response lacks the foundation of detailed exemplar knowledge to support a L3

answer.

0| 4 Z.E Explain how a large-scale agricultural schema has both advantages and

disadvaniages.

Use an example you have studied
[& marks]
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By contrast, this answer to question 6.5 shows exemplar detail which is then developed with
thorough understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of fossil fuel extraction. It’s not
perfect but accesses Level 3 and is awarded 5 marks.

8 H

06 ./ 5] Explain how the extraction of a fossil fuel has both advantages and disadvantages.

Use an example you have studied.
[6 marks]
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The AO2 /| AO3 questions:

The following answer to question 3.4 shows how the student applies understanding to Figure 13

effectively (AO3), which is then linked to their own understanding of opportunities and challenges
(AO2) for Level 3, 5 marks.

1073].[4 Discuss how changing demand for 1o0d in the UK creates opportunities and
challenges

Usa Figure 13 and your own understanding
[6 marks]
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Similarly, in this response to question 2.4, relevant detail is quoted from the resource (AO3) and
then understanding is shown with the links and explanation offered, with comments made about
income differences and types of employment (AO2). The answer demonstrates thorough
application of knowledge and understanding in analysing Figures 7 and 8 and makes a detailed
link between development and migration. It is awarded Level 3, 6 marks:

| Do nat wr
[ E@E Suggest how international migration can be a consequence of uneven development. | b

Use Figure T and Figure 8, and your own understanding.
[6 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

Questions 1.5 and 3.4 (AO2/A03). The less effective answers simply repeated the information in
the figure, barely developing it any further, notably in question 1.5 and question 3.4.

As with the 4-mark questions above, question 3.4 in particular produced too many ‘jobs and
money’ answers which were never more than simplistic because they failed to show

understanding of process (AO2) or link (AO3) to opportunities or challenges.

Questions 4.5/5.5/6.5 (AO1/A02). In these questions, vague exemplar knowledge clearly limited

students’ ability to respond with any clarity or depth.

Forexample, the following answer to question 1.5 makes simple points directly from the resource
with only limited understanding or application to the question which is why it only gained Level

1, 2 marks:

L?J_._‘I 5 5 | To what extent is managing environmental issues, such as waste disposal, a challenge

in cities in LICS/NEEs?

Use Figure 2 and your own understanding.

[6 marks]
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9-mark questions

These questions are found in Section A and Section B and have three levels of
response and always assess AO1, A0O2 & AO3. In each series, the Section A
question also carries 3 marks of SPaG.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

Questions 1.11 and 2.9 (AO1/A02/A03). Stronger answers realised that despite a case study or
exemplar not being a direct instruction in the questions, using one to frame and illustrate an
answer provided the best route to success.

The strongest answers offered real engagement with the question. In question 1.11 the best
answers included discussion of water and energy strategies linked to an example, such as
Freiburg or BedZed in London and many also included overall judgements in their answers.

The figure was well used in question 2.9, with HS2 discussed thoroughly, often linking it to the
North/South divide and debating if it would have any impact. Good Level 3 answers also
sometimes incorporated key improvements such as Heathrow 3™ runway and Liverpool 2 (AO1)
and then linked these well to the future of the UK (AO3).
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The following example for question 1.11 shows how all 3 AOs are addressed in detail for 9 marks
(+3 SpaG). It matches the Level 3 descriptor by demonstrating detailed knowledge of place (AO1),
showing a thorough understanding of how water and energy conservation aid urban
sustainability (AO2), as well as making a thorough judgement of the relative importance of water
and energy conservation (AO3)

FELRREES  poeet GSSGE R B

—— ——= —

(0]1 1 1 | To what extent can water and energy conservation make cities more sustainable?

[9 marks)
[+ 3 SPaG marks)
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Likewise, the following answer to question 2.9 shows those same characteristics of engagement
with the demands of the question requiring application of understanding to Figure 11 (AO3),
supported by detailed knowledge of improvements in transport and infrastructure (AO1) and
understanding of how these improvements operate to bring about economic change (A02). The
answer is balanced and discursive and includes a logical conclusion.

2.9, On the one hand, the UK economy will be positively affected by improvements in
developments in transport. For example, in figure | 1, we can sce the proposed High-Speed
rail, which can be seen as a solution to the North-South divide as it ran from Manchester all
the way to London, giving people in the North a chance to travel to London easily. This,
effectively, would have supported 24,000 jobs and would have created 40,000 jobs in total,
which shows how this improvement in UK transport would have allowed people to grow
financially and economically, representing how HS2 will positively impact the economic
future of the UK. However, we can also see that HS2 has been delayed until 2030. This delay
shows how the improvements in transport take a long time, and as a result, the future of the
economy may not improve for a very long time, while paying a very large sum of money for
the construction, which shows how the UK may instead be negatively impacted by

improvements in transport économically.

Despite this, one can say that developments in infrastructure and transport may still benefit
the economic future of the UK. For example, we can see in Figure 11, construction of a

junction with the Al road. This will allow people to travel to work efficiently as more
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transport systems are being built, and as a result, the economy of the UK will grow as more
people have access to jobs. Despite this, the construction of more roads may not completely
benefit the UK in terms of its economy, as improvements of infrastructure do not fix the
uneven divide between the North and the South in terms of education. As a result,
developments of transport and infrastructure may have little to no effect on the economy of

the future in the North of the UK.

To conclude, while transport systems may not completely fix the uneven development of the
North compared to the South of the UK, some schemes like HS2 may still provide good
aceess 1o jobs around the UK, and as a result, will generally positively impact the future of

" the economy in some parts of the UK.
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Limitations of less successful responses

In less effective answers the knowledge of places, processes and concepts was limited (AO1), and
students were unable to include examples or offered vague theoretical ideas.

Limits to language and knowledge of geographical terminology also impaired some answers,
such as students not knowing what conservation was in question 1.11 or only having very general
or vague ideas about economic futures in question 2.9

For example, in this response to Q1.11 the answer does address all three Assessment Objectives
but application of understanding (AO3) is limited to a simple assertion, with some straightforward
understanding (AO2) of how a basic strategy (AO1) will work, thus achieving Level 1, 3 marks (+2
SPaG). To access Level 2 the student would need to show a clearer understanding of how specific
types of water and energy conservation can aid urban sustainability, and make a partial
judgement of their relative importance.

0 [1].. 1] 1 To what extent can water and energy conservation make cities more sustainable?

[9 marks]
[+ 3 SPaG marks]
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In this answer to question 2.9 a similar type of response also targets all three AOs, but at a basic
level in each case, so is awarded Level 1, 3 marks. It shows the simplistic ‘jobs and money’
approach mentioned elsewhere in this report. To access Level 2 marks the student would need
to provide more specific knowledge and understanding about transport and/or infrastructure

improvements and clearer judgement about the likely
impact of these developments on the economic future of the UK, with greater reference to Figure

11.

0 | 2 T ‘The economic future of different parts of the UK will be affected by improvements and
developments in transport and infrastructura.’

Explain this statement.

Use Figure 11 and your own knowladge.
[9 marks]

HS2L Gaill iMpect He UKk IMpCaving
trode Nk =, #a hils loag it 1574 get
@) Gcss *e Cowntry s Batiain (o
ﬂa-&l .tt.}‘ll"r'lﬂl ,’ld!H 4 ﬁ'-{ﬂfta‘_é'ﬂ- ';‘E;.
am\:}z 20— 7Mjnni¢s Compoed. %o
s -E Ei&! iha (iaans Pt  tudes/ deélivenes
Gan Le guicker and Peapfe Ceen cae,t
(0} ko londen r walk eor Shapﬂ‘z\j ens'er
ond  Guicker And  gun hdl  XZFo passanges

MS  Can  aBs  Creete.  TSb

eppetastii cpps(tunity e alloving: thar.

to oor ks e—ndl ASE  pcne
Meaning they Can allord +iei7 wax
dngd  haye “YdiSPesabie  jrncone aftes
ok, Coien e Tty MMore
(A0 Extra space ﬁ-’lcvn~f=7 sSpent on_ [loCal
bu.*:nresz and. -Jr7rt-q|::':=v-z|;-5=,._..,T +h€ (CTove MGy
L1

© 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 270f29



Support and guidance

Our reports on the exams are part of a suite of support we offer to enhance your understanding of
our assessments and your students’ performance.

Mark ranges and award of grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the results statistics
page of our website.

Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)

Use our exam results analysis tool to create and customise different reports to help understand
your students’ performance.
ERAis our free online service for you to gain a detailed insight into your students’ results. You can:

e analyse your students’ scores for each exam question

e identify topics, skills, and types of question where students may need further support

e compare your students’ performance with those of other classes and with students in
other AQA schools nationally.

For more information on ERA, log in through Centre Services.

Professional development

Attend one of our feedback courses where you can review example responses from students and
commentaries from our examiners.
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/about-results/results-statistics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development

Contact us

Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday.

Tel: 0800197 7162
Email: geography@aqa.org.uk

aqa.org.uk
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