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General Comments

The overall performance of students this year was very encouraging. The mean mark on this year’s paper
was higher than last year’s at just over 41/60 (just under 65% of the total mark). Asin previous series, the
vast majority of students had been entered appropriately for this tier. Students were able to refer to
different time frames and express opinions and reasons and the quality of work generally seen across the
paper was good.

Almost twice as many students chose Question 01.1 over Question 01.2. However, the performance in
01.2 was better than in 01.1. Similarly, more students chose Question 02.1 over Question 02.2, but here
the performance in 02.2 was stronger than in 02.1. It was pleasing to see that the majority of students
were able to make an attempt at the translation.

On this paper in particular handwriting was at times an issue; students’ scripts were either carelessly
written, or the handwriting was too small. Whilst examiners try their absolute best to read what students
have written, credit cannot be given for work that is unintelligible. Students should be reminded that itis
in their own interests to ensure that examiners are able to read their work clearly.

Question 1

For this question there are 10 marks available for Content and 6 marks for Quality of Language. Students
are required to write approximately 75 characters in total, in response to the four bullet points. All bullet
points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of each one. The standard of work at this
tier was generally very good, with many students able to provide extended responses that demonstrated
their ability to develop ideas, express opinions and refer to different time frames.

Content

The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: coverage of the bullet points, development of ideas,
clarity of communication and expression of opinions. The vast majority of students wrote more than 75
characters, which enabled them to cover a lot of information and fulfil the requirements of the higher
bands for this category. Students do, however, need to be reminded that coverage of the four bullet points
is key. Occasionally one of the bullet point seemed to have been misunderstood, which prevented
students achieving a Content mark higher than 4. In order to score 7 marks or more for Content,
information referring to all four bullet points must be conveyed. Lapses in accuracy which have a bearing
on Communication can also contribute to a lower mark for Content.

Question 1.1

The Internet was clearly a popular topic amongst young people and nearly two-thirds of students chose
to respond to this question. In general, most students managed to address all bullet points with
sufficient detail, including opinions and three time frames.

The first bullet point was responded to best, and many students handled some complex ideas
successfully. Excellent examples were seen, including & /3 LRt &k eyF ] HH8h; £&AkR, LR
K % 7 4F. There was clear evidence that students had mastered vocabulary for expressing frequency as
lots of positive responses were seen for bullet point two. It seemed that students found bullet points
three and four more challenging, though responses were generally comprehensible. Delays in
communication were mainly caused by language errors; students tended to forget to use the words L X
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or M _L to specify that the activities had been carried out online. It was noticeable that a few students

interpreted bullet point four as “what do you want to do online” rather than “what do you want to learn
online,” as required by the question. Responses were therefore at times not relevant.

Question 1.2

Over thirty per cent of students responded to this question. Again, the responses were very positive with
students producing extended pieces of writing that included a lot of detail. As mentioned above, the
overall performance was better than in Question 01.1. This might be because the topic areas covered,
occupations, activities and clothes, were more accessible to students.

It was clear that students were more confident in handling bullet points one and two. For bullet point
one, many students expressed good content using structures such as ¥ %, KM H-we-ee , B Hgeeeen . For
bullet point two, many students were able to successfully provide details of how they spend their
weekends. Occasionally, students wrote about what they did on a previous weekend, together with their
plans for the coming weekend, which was accepted as covering the required information for bullet point
two. However, those students who wrote either only about a past weekend or a future weekend were not
credited for this bullet point. For bullet point three, examiners noticed that lower ability students
struggled to write the verb % successfully. Whilst it was good to see that students were able to write a
range of vocabulary, including 72, (1) 4F&. 3. and 4R to express opinions, in bullet point
four only a limited number of students wrote # ik correctly.

Quality of language

The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language, attempts at complexity, time
frames and accuracy. In relation to the first three elements, the following were seen: successful references
to two or three time frames; use of first and third person; successful attempts at complex structures, eg a
range of connectives, % K -+++ VED-TOTIN ') EI T Flevenees B HeeeeseBRIA;  Koweoer Kevewees BT
------ VAR eeeees Ifeeeeees e 890 verb-adjectives and use of subordinate clauses such as & % 3/ &k
#. Verb-adjectives such assuchas ¥, #f3t)L. A &%, (R) ¥A. A and 7t were frequently
seen.

Word order errors and inaccurate character writing are still common. Furthermore, quite a few students
struggled to differentiate past and future time frames, which led to ambiguity in their responses, eg # X

K EME TR S+, 4F X instead of ¥E K. Common character mistakes were 4 T.. 7 £ . JR. &K
etc.

Advice to students

e Referto all the bullet points.

o Tick off the bullet points in the rubric once they have been covered.

e Identify which bullet points target the different time frames and check that your time words and
verb formations are accurate.

e Make sure you include opinions as required by the task.

e Tryto write as many characters as possible. If you are stuck on a particular character, write in
pinyin rather than leave a blank.
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Question 2

For this question, there are 15 marks available for Content, 12 marks for Range of Language and 5 marks
for Accuracy. Students need to write approximately 125 characters in total, covering two different bullet
points. Both bullet points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of each one. Therange
of the responses varied from fully fluent coverage of the bullet points, using language that was largely
accurate and varied, to content that was not always relevant, sometimes repetitive, and not always easily
understood.

Content

The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: relevance and detail (implicit in this is coverage of both
bullet points), amount of information conveyed, clarity of communication and expression and justification
of opinions. A large number of students wrote more than 125 characters, but there were a number of
students who wrote way in excess of the required wordage. Unfortunately, for some of these students, the
irrelevant information and inaccuracy of their language had a detrimental effect on the mark for
Communication, as well as on the mark for Quality of language.

As mentioned above, more students chose Question 02.1, perhaps because they felt that food was a more
familiar topic than environment.

Question 2.1

As stated above, this was the more popular choice amongst students and the vast majority of them
answered bullet point one directly and confidently. Many used the structure: 4 5 #F+-+ 8 4 -+- to give
opinions and justifications. A good range of views were expressed by students. The most popular ones
were: ¥ B 895 ARSFL; LR/ MARAR E . Higher ability students mentioned and compared different
types of food; a typical example was: % "2 3% 3 tbve I £ 42 . Some students drew convincing
conclusions like: AT A& IAN A AN 3% %3k %. Special occasions such as &3 and & H were
frequently mentioned by students. However, a small number of students wrote about cooking a meal
without specifying the special occasion involved. Similarly, there were some students who wrote about
buying food or eating at a restaurant, eg £ B &L T £ B, &AM AL+ ERECIR T, which did not
meet the explicit requirements of bullet point two.

Question 2.2

This question was less popular than 02.1; however, student performance was better. For bullet point
one, a variety of environmental issues were identified by students. Some high ability students referred to
HAE 49377 or ) 4, while a more common response was % %. Students were able to express their
opinions about environmental problems in their local areas with justifications, including vocabulary such
as: B, ARSE. TAFTE. KiFFE. A and A E R %. Onoccasion, some students got carried
away, largely writing about environmental protection methods instead of actual issues. For bullet point
two, there were a good range of different places mentioned in response to where students would like to
live in the future. A fair number of students expressed their wish to live in China in the future, together
with their reasons for this. The most popular reasons given were: ¥ B 895 AR4FPL; &3P B A 3448 ;
KEFPL; FEIKXFME etc. Other students referred to countries like #E. £ E. ®IET etc.
Some students came up with more abstract ideas like rtbix 7% 69377, AV 69377,
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Range of language

The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language and a confident ability to
produce complex sentences. Many students attempted to use a wide range of complex sentences, often
successfully.

Students were able to use a variety of language in this question. Most students used & # to express
justifications. In addition to the structures used in Question 1, it was pleasing to see many students using
structures such as: 4= R «+-+- Ty ARRAE ey e T B, FH s tboand | Ameeeees 8
Foy @eeeees %/, Arange of more complex vocabulary was seen too, eg A = &9 8H1% . 4T H /R, &
Ty Ry AL AR, SMEH, Adv--etc

Accuracy

Lots of excellent work was seen during the marking, with sentences free of errors even when attempting
more complex structures. The use of time words and verb formation were secure, resulting in a fair
number of students achieving full marks for Accuracy.

Where errors occurred, they were mainly in the accuracy of characters and the use of incorrect time
words. It appeared to the examiners that quite a few students were not sure of the second character in
= A, with . & and #7 all used instead. Inaccurate characters also included, &47. #%ik. R, @
0. mF. I, 54, ¥k ete. Itis also worth noting that the criteria refer to use of the correct style
and register. However, this was not generally an issue with the quality of the work.

Advice to students

e Read the bullet points and the scene setting carefully, ensuring you know exactly what is
required in terms of response.

e Ensure that what you write relates to the bullet points in some way.

e Try not to say things that are really difficult or for which you do not know the vocabulary. It is
better to be simple and clear than complex and unclear.

o When you give an opinion, make sure you justify it. Ensure there are at least two opinions and
justifications in your writing.

e Tryto write as many characters as possible. If you are stuck with a particular character, write in
pinyin rather than leave a blank.

Question 3

For this question, there are 6 marks for Conveying key messages and 6 marks for Application of
grammatical knowledge of language and structures. Given that the level of demand of the messages was
aimed at Grades 4 to 9, the question differentiated well with the vast majority of students able to score
some marks.

It was very encouraging to see most students attempt this question in this season, which was not always
the case in previous years.

The passage was divided into 13 key messages, as in the table below, with each key message meriting a
tick.
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Conveying key messages

Today is a sunny day. The character i was challenging for most students. Common

errors were: i k. 1HE R HR. K.
Some students interpreted ‘sunny day’ as: 4 K KSR KPHIR
K, which were not accepted.

My family and | are | Thiswas responded to well. Most students were able to write %/
planning /AT
go to the seaside. Some students were not sure about the characters i and wrote

£F14 instead.

(when we went) lasttime | There was a mixed range of responses. Some handled the
vocabulary very well; some wrote 2. 7 and 2 71, which
did not merit a tick. It was regrettable that some students lost a
tick by writing I /X instead of _I.7X.

when we went (lasttime) | Some students wrote ...... FI R % successfully. Acommon
mistake was I J5.
the food there was very | This was relatively well answered. A few students struggled with

expensive, 5%, and tried to paraphraseitinto Z{R £ %%, which was not
awarded a tick. Some attempt to write 71 but wrote i instead.
therefore Well responded to.

Dad is going to buy bread | Lots of students found this challenging. Very few students knew
and juice (for us) at the | the characters/vocabulary # 17 and used 7k or 1737 instead.

supermarket. Some students struggled to write 271 accurately; common
mistakes were: /K. FK. Fit.

forus Only high ability students managed to secure the tick. Common
errors were X 417 or SEFRAIT.

After | get a job, Common mistakes for T/E were AME. T, T/E.
Some students got confused between PLJ5 and R 5.

if This was well answered.

I have lots of money, This was well answered too. A few students found the character

£ quite challenging.

| want to have a beautiful | Generally well answered. I was accepted here. Those students
boat. who missed the tick miswrote the character #%; a common
mistake was f%.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Overall, students showed reasonable knowledge of the required information and most of them achieved 3
marks or above. As seen in other questions, word order and character accuracy were challenging for some
students. Minor inaccuracies, eg in character writing, did not on their own prevent the awarding of a tick
when considering the key message, providing they did not lead to ambiguity. However, an accumulation
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of such errors had an overall effect on accuracy which was reflected in the mark in this category. Excessive
use of pinyin also had a negative effect when awarding marks.

Advice to students

e Practise high frequency words and phrases, especially connectives.

e Check carefully that you do not miss out any parts of the translation by accident.

e Be careful with time frames; always include the particle T when referring to actions in the past,
or an auxiliary verb such as 48 or £ to refer to the future.

e Tryto write as many characters as possible. If you are stuck with a particular character, write in
pinyin rather than leave a blank

e Always try to complete a sentence rather than leave gaps.

e Avoid leaving sections of the translation unattempted.
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Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results Statistics page of
the AQA Website.
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